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1. Background

The period 1985 to 1996 was a turbulent one — several parts of the country were
affected by some of the most horrendous forms of crime. The crimes committed
were related to witchcraft and ritual killings. There were widespread media reports
on the incidents and community members expressed shock and horror.
Communities in the affected area lived in fear of attacks and the police were unable

to stem the incidence of witchcraft related crime.

The Department of Safety, Security & Liaison, under the leadership of Adv Seth
Nthai, and the Office of the Premier, commissioned an inquiry into the spate of
killings and witch purging, and to establish the root causes and ‘ways of restoring

stability in the affected communities.

This period should also be Contextualized ~ it was a period of, firstly widespread
resistance to the ‘Homelands’; and to the Apartheid state, and secondly, the
transitional processes leading to the release of Mandela, and the unbanning of the

liberation movements, etc.

It was a period of change both politically and in terms of social dynamics. It was a

transitional period — a period of trauma and excitement.

The Office of the Premier [Premier (Adv) Ngoako Ramathlodi] established the
Ralushai Commission of Inquiry’. The Commission was established sometime in

March 1995 and the final report was presented to the Office of the Premier in 1996.

! The official name of the commission was: “Commission of Inquiry into Witchcraft Violence and Ritual
Murder in the Northern Province”



DSSL, in terms of its mandate to protect vulnerable communities in the province,
conducted site visits to the affected police stations in order to monitor and verify

the implementation of recommendations contained in the Ralushai Commission of

Enquiry.

During the period August to September 2010, the Research Unit conducted site visits
to the affected police stations in order to monitor and verify the implementation of
recommendations contained in Ralushai Commission of Enquiry on witchcrafi

violence and ritual murder.

2. Objectives

The objective / aim of the verification project/ process was to:

® To verify whether the recommendations have been implemented;
® To establish whether there are outstanding issues for consideration and

implementation;

= To determine the current status of the case docket related to witchcraft and

ritual murder.

3. Methodology

The Ralushai Commission of Enquiry Report was assessed and monitoring indicators
were identified and used as a guideline to collect data from the affected staﬁons
Interviews were conducted in six of the affected police stations namely: Seshego,

Mankweng, Bochum, Vuwani, Tshitale and Thohoyandou.



4, Limitations

i) Six out of the ten listeqd stations [as mentio
visited by the Research Unit;
ii) Four stations were not visited

and Maleboho;

vulnerable ryra) communities;

iv) Once this information becomes available, the Research Unit wij] be able to

establish the outstanding ssyes in terms of the implementation of

récommendations of the Ralushaj Commission of Enquiry.
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6.

a)

b)

c)

Analysis

order, uphoid and enforce |aw.

The results, further indicate, that in this financia| year [viz, 2010/2011], only one
[1] case relateqd to Contravening Section 1(a) of the Suppression of Witchcrafi
Act (3) of 1957 [indicating other as witch / Wizard] was reported. This implies
that crime related to Contravening Section 1(a) of the Suppression of Witchcraft

Act (3) of 1957 [indicating other as witch] and rityga) Mmurder has drastically

16



e)
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7. Recommendations

> Follow Up on the submission of the statistic Téport on crimes related to
witchcraft violence and ritual killing must be done.

> Al police stations muyst continue with educational awareness campaign

be addressed.
> Traditional Medical Practitioner Act must be distributed to all police
stations, so that the police officer can familiarized themselves with the

Content and provisions of the Act because Traditional Healers/ Traditional

Medical Practitioners are one of their stakeholders.

Research Unit
September 2019
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