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SECTION 4

1. INTRODUCTION

% Finding a Balance

A cultural heritage site is a monument that reflects activities that usually have taken place inthe
past. It is part of a people’s or community’s history, and frequently continues to influence the
present values of that community or-area. To these people, such @ site is a treasure that does
not have a monetary value. It has an unwritten value, that is deep seated in the value system
of the community in which it is found. Such heritage sites, particularly when combined with
visual structures and beautiful natural landscapes, are also tourist attractions. Unfortunately,
where large numbers of people come together without proper control or supervision, a fragile
environment like that of a heritage site can easily be damaged beyond repair. It must be
remembered thata cultural heritage siteis a non-renewable resource. Once it is damaged, that
damage can never be repaired, nor can the lost heritage be replaced.

This means thatin developing a cultural heritage site, we aré faced with two problems, namely
" to preserve and maintain the heritage site as partof a people’s history, yet at the same time to
make it accessible to people who are interested to visit it, with the accompanying damage that
large numbers of visitors can create.

Finding the proper balance between these two points of view is a difficult, but vitally important
task of a heritage site manager.

A major problem is the lack of funding available to run and manage these sites properly. A
common misconception amongst local communities worldwide is that once the management
systems are in place and the site has been developed, large numbers of tourists will be
attracted, bringing large amounts of money into the local economy. It must be mentioned at
the outset that the proper running of a heritage site consumes much money, which is not
covered by what tourists actually spend at the site. Money has to come from other budgets,

whether national, provincial or local, in order to cover the expenses related to educating,
training and hiring suitably qualified staff for the professional care, maintenance, development

and presentation of a heritage site.

Traditionally, while national and provincial governments, are prepared to spend money in order
to promote tourism, heritage conservation is usually at the bottom end of the receiving scale
when it come to giving out money. This has a very large impact on what can be permitted to

take place at a heritage site.

The manager / curator of a heritage site must then accomplish a dual purpose: firstly, to
conserve the site given to their care, and secondly, to provide meaningful and appropriate
access to as many visitors as the site can handle without damage. In order to do this, site

managers must work in partnership with professionals in the fields of planning, community
development and tourism. The needs of local communities must also be taken into account.

1.2 Conservation is more important than tourism

1



There is an inescapable, critical and furdamental principle that must be laid down:
Conservation takes precedence over tourism or any other activities that can damage the

pasic fabric of the heritage site.

This means that tourism and other activities and development cannot be first started at a
heritage site, to be followed at a later stage by conservation. Conservation planning must
always come first. If it is correctly done and successfully implemented, then acceptable,
dignified and profitable tourism can follow. Once an acceptable conservation plan has been
developed, then the limitations placed on visitor access to the site are known, and tourism
development and management can be undertaken.

1.3 Developing a sound conservation policy

This is an ongoing planning process, which is coupled to a management philosophy. This
management philosophy is linked to the principles on which the site will be administered. A
deep understanding of the physical nature and cultural significance of sites like the Dzata and
Tshiendeulu Ruins is necessary, and must be sensitive to the importance that this has to the
local communities involved, but final authority regarding tourism development rests with the
management team and which can be based on the recommendation of specialist consultants.

Consultation with the local communities will be an ongoing process, and the wishes and
considerations of these communities will play a role in the decisions made regarding the Dzata
Heritage Reserve, but the communities involved must acknowledge the role of national

legislation in this regard.

One of the key factors to successful conservation of heritage sites is knowing when to exclude
or limit inappropriate activities within the sites. This includes how to accommodate increasing
numbers of visitors and when to start limiting the numbers of visitors that come. Site managers
must realize that as the world’s population continues to increase, so will the numbers of visitors
to heritage sites. However, @ site will not increase in size. It remains the same size and remains
with the same limitations. At some stage it will reach a saturation point, when it cannot carry
more people without irreparable damage to the fabric of the site taking place. In many parts
of the world, there are numerous sites that are now closed to the general public, and can be
visited by appointment only - this being a belated attempt to protect these sites from further

damage.

Much damage is caused inadvertently. Most visitors are generally law abiding, and do not
deliberately intend to do damage to a heritage site. Most of the harm is actually caused by the
‘numbers of persons that go through a site. The damage is done by thousands of feet walking
over unprotected surfaces, hands touching stones inwalls, or potsherds and even stones being
picked up by curious people as mementoes of their visit. Hygroscopic materials, such as wood,
textiles or leather can be affected by the heat and moisture given off by large numbers of
human bodies in an enclosed environment.

Internationally, various conventions, as well as national legislation, requires that heritage sites
are protected, conserved and rehabilitated. This does not mean that these sites must be put
under lock and key, out of reach of everybody. They should, where possible, form part of
everyday life of local communities, other visitors and tourists. Thus the need for a proper
balance between conservation and tourism must be emphasized once again.



Dzata unfortunately was used for tourism and other purposes well before the concept of
preservation was fully developed. There are thus areas where much damage has already been
done. Inthe case of some areas, such as certain walls, repairs or rebuilding can be done,
although these will not be exactly like they were in the past. In other areas, the damage cannot
be reversed, and at best, only the conservation of what remains can be undertaken. This
applies, for example, to the time in 1988 when the museum building itself was constructed, and
stones Were taken the nearby walls, pecause these walls were not part of the royal area at
Dzata, and nobody informed the puilding crew that the stones could not be used.

T he’fcommunities around the Dzata Heritage Reserve are expecting high monetary returns from
tourism at the ruins. They must, however, understand that tourism is not what the ruins at
Dzata or at Tshiendeulu are about, but the preservation of a unmatched history belonging to
the Vhavenda people. Tourists may sharé and experience this history only if the site managers
and legislative structures aré satisfied that tourism is not doing irreparable harm to this unigue

cultural heritage.



2. GENERAL PRINCIPLES APPLICABLE TO HERITAGE CONSERVATION
iN THE DZATA HERITAGE RESERVE

These principles are intended as guidelines to ensure a suitable standard of heritage practice.
The underlying aim is to preserve the authenticity of the Dzata Heritage Reserve, with all its
elements of the natural and cultural heritage, for the use of present and future generations of

South Africans.

Heritage conservation in practice involves the treatment and limitation of damage caused by
natural processes as well as human and animal actions. Ideally the aim is to stop further
deterioration of the sites through the use of suitable technical principles and sound

management practices.

All conservation measures applied must observe the rationale of not altering the historic and/or
natural condition. Any infrastructural development must therefore be undertaken outside of the

area of the restricted areas.

In South Africa, as is the case internationally, heritage sites include but are not restricted to the
following. They are the immovable physical sites that were created during the development of
the earth and the history of humankind, and that have significance to our understanding of the
past and the present. These include, but are not limited to:

a) archaeological and historical sites and ruins;

b) tombs and graves;

c) caves and cave temples or shrines;

d) all rock art in the form of paintings and engravings (petroglyphs);
e) stone, wooden or metal carvings, statues or sculptures ;

f) modern and contemporary places;

g) historic villages or towns, or parts thereof;

h) historic and/or modern buildings, or parts thereof;

i) historic landscapes;

I battlefields;

K) natural landscapes of great scenic value;

) natural landscapes of scientific value;

m) trees and/or forests, or part thereof,

n) natural areas that are sacred to local people;

0) areas that contain an intangible heritage as defined by local people; and
P) any other place that has great aesthetic, cultural or scientific value.

The Dzata Heritage Reserve complies with a), k), n), and 0). In order to conserve these
areas, attention must be given to the following guidelines:

L Heritage sites should be used in a rational and controlled manrier for the good of all
society. Such sites must not be used in such a way that the significance and value is
diminished, particularly for short-term gain.

2. Local communities must be fully aware that the guiding principle for a heritage site is
the long-term preservation of the site, its history and significance, and that all
management is directed towards this goal.

3. Heritage sites should be managed with the concept that they are accessible to all

4



3. VISITOR SATISFACTION: AMENTFIES AND SERVICES

The success of the Dzata Heritage Reserve is entirely dependent on the satisfaction that
visitors will derive from their sojourn. [f they enjoy their visit, the news will spread and more

visitors will come.

Visitor satisfaction is the consequence of thoughtful planning, where problems are anticipated
and resolved before they occur. This means that the necessary facilities must be available, and
the §taff be well-trained in how to use these facilities, give good service and make the visitor's
stay’enjoyable. This relates to the following as part of this process:

« Amenities These are the carefully added subtle, gracious courtesies and details
that give the visitor a heightened sense of friendship and enjoyment

during their visit.

- Services This relates the visitor's anticipation of the of what is to be encountered
on site and then meeting and where possible exceeding the minimal

expectations of any visitor.

1. Amenities

One way of understanding how to apply amenities, would be to say that it is an attempt to solve
problems with flair. For example:

- Explanations and graphics on signs make it easier for people to understand what is to

be found in a certain area on site.

. Trees and shrubs can be given signage with their scientific names as well as local
names in Tshivenda and English. ‘
Additional information can be given about the traditional uses of these plants and trees.
Footpaths are placed to make walking easier for elderly people.
placement of benches for people to sit down and rest.

an attractive entrance to the site.
or a parking area with numerous indigenous frees.
Recreating the original atmosphere through partial or total reconstruction of sections of

a site that visitors see.

4 o oo 0 @

All of the above are some example that can help to make a visit more enjoyable.

It is often in this situation, that help and advice must be gotten from professionals. Often these
‘professionals have access to information that the site manager or museum curator will not have.
Archaeological research has added very considerably to our knowledge of the past, and judicial
research and excavations can make Dzata a far more interesting place than it presently is.
Botanists can identify trees and plants. Geologists can explain the formation of the mountains

and the types of stones to be seen.

It must be remembered that as far as is possible, the area must be kept as undisturbed by
modern paraphernalia as possible, but modern intrusions are permissible. Where modern things
are introduced, they must be clear to as such to the visitor, and in no way must it be suggested
that these are part of the historic framework.
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2. Services

services vary considerably, and range from expensive and elaborate to cheap and simple. It
must immediately not be assumed that cheap means poor quality. A cheap meal, for example,
canstill be a satisfying, well-prepared meal, served on clean platters in an attractive tea-garden

by friendly waiters or waitresses.

The underlying concept is that the visitors must feel that they are getting value for their money
anc} that the time that they have spent has not been wasted.

At Dzata, certain services will automatically form part of the activities, but others will be
dependent on the numbers of customers passing through on a daily basis. At this stage in the
development of Dzata, it will not pay to overcapitalize, i.e. that money should not be spent on
creating potential white elephants that stand without being used.

At present, in many parts of South Africa, grandiose tourist attractions were created, and large
amounts of money spent. Local communities thought that such places would immediately pull
in many tourists, but with little success. Money has thus been spent without any return. ltis
preferable that things are developed slowly as needed, so that financiers feel that the

assistance they are giving is well put to use.

Consequently the planning for future development at Dzata has to be very carefully considered
and measured against actual needs by tourists. Research will have to be undertaken by

specialist consultants where necessary.

3. Visitor Services presently required

The Dzata Heritage Reserve must be able to accommodate not only the visitors that come to
it, but also all the services that are needed to maintain and support these revolving groups.

Provision should be made for the following: -
3.1 Purchase of light meals, tea and coffee, snacks, and cold drinks;

- |nitially, cold drinks and light snacks such as packaged chips and sweets, etc. should
be made available at the ticket office at the enfrance.

» As part of a later phase of development, a cafeteria would be built to serve tea, coffee
and light meals.

» The possibility should be kept in mind that once the cafeteria facilities have been built,
that they be leased out t0 and run by a private catering organization, and not be

operated by the Museum itself.
3.2 Purchase of photas, postcards, brachures, maps, baaks and souvenirs;

« Originality is the key to success here, i.e. a choice of good material available must be
available and should not be run of the mill stuff that can be found at any other tourist

setting.

- A professional photographer should be hired to take a series of photographs, not only .

7



3.3

34

3.5

36

3.7

3.8

3.9

of the museum, its contents, and the archaeological sites, but also of the vicinity, as well
as other heritage sites that are further afield.

. A series of guide books or lists on the following subjects (others can be added):

i) the Dzata Ruins;

i) the Tshiendeulu Ruins;

i) the trees and plants of the Dzata Heritage Reserve;
iv) the birds of the Dzata Heritage Reserve

o

More detailed books on the following subjects (others can be added):
i) theoral traditions and archaeological history of Dzata;
iiy the myths and legends of the Nzhelele Valley;
iiiy fireside stories about people, animals, etc.

Services that keep the site and visitors safe, such as
. First Aid medical treatment;

- fire-fighting equipment; and

o security services;

Services that keep the site clean, such as:
« sufficient rubbish disposal points;

. effective cleaning and trash pick-up; and
. effective rubbish removal and disposal;

Ensuring that the museum and other buildings have a suitable supply of electricity,
including using a back-up generator in case of a power failure; _

Supplying a public telephone booth for the use of paying visitors only;

Supplying suitable parking for cars and tour buses. The parking area should be screened
off from the site through the judicious use of trees and shrubs. This is to limit the visual
disruption caused by vehicles. Tour buses, because of their size, need special shielding,
and this can be done by landscaped walling, pallisade fences or other appropriate means;

Sufficient toilet facilities are needed, particularly in an extended heritage area such as the
Dzata reserve, and need to be placed at more than one location. Other than the amenities
at the museum, toilet facilities will need to be erected at the cultural village, along the hiking
trail / 4x4 route up the mountain and at the Tshiendeulu Ruins. Where possible, these
facilities must be fitted with flush toilets with proper septic tank disposal systems.

The toilet facilities must also cater fo8r disabled persons and have sufficient room for their
attendant helpers.

310 Clean, potable, running water must be available at all toilet faciiities.
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5. POLICIES AND REGULATIONS”

It is advisable to have written policies and regulations that govern staff and visitor activities and
cover requests coming from visitors. Written policies and regulations make the task of
administration far easier, and clearly spell out what is allowed and what is not allowed to be

done with in the reserve.
Policies

There are NUMerous areas where written policies are advisable. The following are some of the
suggested areas. As circumstances change, New policies can be added and existing ones

modified.
1. Photography

1.1 General public
i) Policy inside museum. (it might be preferable not fo allow flashlight

photography inside the museum, as long term exposure to harsh lights can
be harmful to the exhibits. Photographs can rather be made available for
visitors to buy, thus increasing revenue.)

iiy Policy outside museum, at ruins and cultural village

1.2 Commercial photographers and filmmakers

i) Filming fees payable, together with limitations including a payment for
damages clause.

iiy Contracts should include the right of prior review of filming scripts before
granting of permission to film as well as the right to comment and suggest
alterations before the product is finalized.

i)y Contracts should include times for access as well as the areas fo be
accessed must be defined.

iv) Filming may not create damage to or in any way jeopardize the status of the
site or any of its features.

v) Provision must be made for payment of any damage caused by filming or
by any persons connected with the film crew or company concerned.

vi) Public credit and acknowledgement must be given in the final product.

The policies relating to the general public should be posted in a highly visible position at the
entrance or at any other location where photography is prohibited. In such areas, it is always-
- good practice to prominently display such notices together with clear explanations why.

The policies regarding commercial photography and film making should be available in written
form.

When properly managed, photography by visitors can be a great boost to a site. It should not
‘be seen as competition for postcards or other photos that are on sale.

Photography within the museum can be potentially damaging to certain artefacts or displays
when flash units and video camera lights are consistently used. The repeated exposure of
materials, photographs and pigments to high-intensity lights can be damaging. The use of
tripods by photographers of the general public can interfere with the flow of visitors. The use
of specialized lighting and tripods must be limited to professional photographers only.

10



> Fees payable for heritage site activitiés

It is necessary to establish and maintain reasonable fees for all heritage site-related activities
and advisable to have a written policies for each of the different categories, in which it is made
clear what the fee is collected for; the exceptions to and allowances made for the basic policy;
as well as the manner in which the fees gathered are to be used.

2.1 Admissions

s This means in practice a difference between what is charged for South African
visitors and those from outside South Africa’s boundaries. Sub-categories are created
within the broader list of categories. The following is suggested and can be added to

where necessary.

2.1.1 Foreign Visitors (with proof): Adults
Children

2 1.2 South African Citizens (with proof): Adults
Children under 16
Senior Citizens (with proof)
Schools
Complementary (e.g researchers with
bona fide research projects, VIPs, other
dignitaries)

2.1.3 Hiking trail

The hiking trail tariff would include overnight accommodation in the mountain.

2 1.4 4x4 Route Persons (using own vehicle)

2.1.5 Visit to Tshiendieulu.
i)  Trip using Heritage Reserve 4x4 with driver / guide.
ii) Fee for visitors who have not paid an inclusive fee at Dzata.
i) Visitors using their own 4x4 transport. No guide.

3. Facility Rental Fees
The facilities that can be rented out are limited, as it is not good practice for the
archaeological part of the site or the cultural village to be rented out. The available
facilities are the arena and lecture hall, but others can be added.

It must be considered that while one of the intentions is to encourage local use of the
facilities, this cannot be done free of charge. The costs involved can be high, particularly
should extra security and cleaning staff be required for activities in the arena.

4. Commercial filming fees
Here we are corisidering the use of any part of the Dzata Heritage Reserve for use in the

making of films that are intended for broader public broadcast or education, or the use of
any part of the Heritage Reserve in advertisements for commercial products.

5. Business retailing
Policies must be put in place relating to the selling of commercial items at a plage. For
example, should private vendors be allowed to sell their wares on site? If so, what types
of wares may be sold? If no vendors are to be allowed, then what will be done to ensure

11



that a supply of souvenirs will be available for visitors to purchase.

The persons working in the cultural village' must be considered, particularly the crafts
persons who would be making artifacts and other handwork which would automatically be
for sale to tourists. These persons have priority. Only if they cannot supply the demand,
or that there are goods available that cannot manufactured on site, can other vendors be

allowed on site.

Questions that need to be answered here are:

. Are the artisans salaried employees of the museum?

. Can the artisans sell directly to the public?

» Does the museum take a percentage of the profit?

. Does the museum buy from the artisan, then resell with a markup?
- Who supplies the materials that are used by the artisans?

. Does the Museum form a commercial agency to supply curio shops with high quality
goods? If properly managed, this could be a good source of revenue.

Regulations

o

These are rules that will be applicable to all staff and visitors, be they tourists, researchers,
members of the local commiunities, artisans, contractors, consultants or whoever.

Different regulations may apply to different areas within the Heritage Reserve.
Enforcement of regulations will have to be done.

Consideration must be give to penalties for those who transgress the regulations. This
would particularly apply to members of the local communities who are illegally active within

the confines of the heritage reserve.

To what degree are local police involved?

T The cultural village will house artisans who will practice trades that were typical of Venda society in

the past. They would also be encouraged to retumn to making artifacts and handcrafts of high quality, rather than.
quantity.

12



5. BUDGETING

The Dzata Heritage Reserve will have income and expenditures and accurate records will need
to be kept. This is necessary, for the curator {0 be able to manage the site properly.

1. Income

11 Allocations.
sThese are all funds allocated by local, provincial or national governments. Most of the

fundirg for Dzata will come from the first two.

1.2 Admission Fees. -
These are the receipts from all paying visitors to the site. It is customary for different

categories of paying visitors to be created, i.e. that different admission fees are asked for
the different categories.. These can, for example, include: -

4.2 Foreign Visitors: Aduits
Children
1.2.2 South African Citizens: Aduits
Children under 16
Senior Citizens (with proof)
Schools
Complementary

1.2.3 Hiking trail
1.24 4x4 Route
1.2:5 Visit to Tshiendieulu with guide.

1.3 Donations

These are funds received from private and public organizations. They ¢an be as a result
of special fund-raising activities for specific projects. Visitors may also place donations into

a special donations box.
1.4 Rental fees for special uses of property.

These are the funds received for the use of certain facilities for meetings, receptions,
festival or other cultural performances.

15 Commercial Films/ Advertisements.

Commercial filming for television and/or advertisements within the Dzata Heritage Reserve
can be permitted on the payment of a prescribed fee.

16 Sales of ltems and Services.

The funds here are received from the sale of everything made available to the visitor within
the site, and can range from food, snacks, and beverages to postcards, photos, brochures,

maps and souvenirs.
2. Expenditure

Expenditure covers a variety of items. These include: -

13



2.1

2.2

2.3

24

2.5

2.6

2.7

28

2.9

210

a2

-

Staff Salaries

The monies necessary to pay all full-time and part-time employees as well as any overtime
salaries. This would also include any security staff.

Staff Benefits

The funds necessary to pay for the approved benefits available to persons permanently

:employed on site according to the conditions of employment.

Payment of Utility Services

The funds necessary to pay for electricity, telephone and rubbish removal.

Insurance

The funds necessary to purchase adequate insurance cover, which should include cover
on personal injury claims made by visitors, as well as protection against losses incurred
through fire, theft and / or damage to property. This to include all activity areas.

Capital Equipment

The funds budgeted for the purchase of new equipment or replacement equipment
required on site fo ensure the delivery of satisfactory services to visitors.

Capital Projects

The funds used for new development, new structures or other visitor-related facilities, as
well as any reconstruction and / or restoration of the sites.

Maintenance and Repairs

This is a very important section of the budget, as this relates not only to the maintenance
and repairs to the visitor facilities, but to the maintenance, repair and conservation of the
various sites, structures, museum buildings, museum exhibits and cultural village. This
also includes paying for the services of specialist contractors where necessary.

Subsistence and Travel

This relates to approved attendance by staff at relevant training courses, conferences, etc.

Advertising

The Dzata Heritage Reserve must be well advertised, and funds must be budgeted for the
design and placement of advertisements in the printed and electronic media, as well as the
design and printing of brochures, flyers and other advertising handouts.

~ Printing

The funds used to print materials such as photos, postcards or other visual mementos of
the site or environment which are sold to visitors.
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SECTFION 2
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE DZATA HERITAGE RESERVE

1. Location of the Dzata Heritage Reserve

The Dzata Heritage Reserve is located in the eastern section of the Soutpansberg mountain
range in Vhembe District, in the north eastern part of Limpopo Province. It lies adjacent to the
Nzhelele Valley, some 40 kilometres to the west of Thohoyandou near the offices of the
MpHephu Tribal Authority.

The southern section of the reserve lies on the southern foothill of the mountain, immediately
north of the village of Ha-Mandiwana. It then proceeds up and over the mountain into the
raised valley lying to the west of Tshiendeulu Village. The western boundary is at the peak
given as Ha-Mandiwana, while the eastern boundary runs between the mountains indicated as
Tshamilora and Gumbila. See the accompanying map (figure 1).
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The map reference is  South Africa 1:50 000; sheet 2230CC NZHELELE. The approximate
corners of the reserve are located at:

North west corner 22°50'45"S 30°07'15"E
North east corner 22°50'15"S 30°10'08"E
South east corner 22°51'30"S 30°10'45"E
South west corner 22052'07"S 30°08'23"E

These points are subject to change once the area has been suitably fenced off.
g

2. Description of site

There are two major archaeological areas within the boundaries of the reserve, while the rest
is reasonably undisturbed mountainous terrain. A road has been made up the mountain, but

: L\ g f- iroE eIy
A ! T 1y it 4 1y - X
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on of the Dzata

Figure 2 - Archaeological sites situated in the southern secti
Heritage Reserve.
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can only be traversed by four wheel drive Qe'hicies. The above map (figure 2) shows the
positions of archaeological sites in the southern section of the reserve.

At present, in the southern section of the reserve adjacent to Ha-Mandiwana village, there is
encroachment of new housing development into the area, even though a moratorium was
placed on development in 2003. This has resulted in damage to some of the archaeological
sites. Negotiations are underway with the local community to address this problem.

The sites in this section are the old Dzata Village site, often referred to as Dzata 2, Dzata
Nzhelele or Dzata Mikondeni, to distinguish it from the set of ruins on top of the mountain in the
reserve, which are known as Dzata 1 or Dzata Tshiendeulu. Dzata 2 covers at least 20
hectares, but a large section of the original site has already been lost to village development
in Ha-Mandiwana, and presently lies outside the boundaries of the reserve. The main section
of walls was fenced off when Dzata was declared a national monument in the 1960's, but the
greater part of the village was left unprotected, and has consequently suffered damage.

On two hills some distance on either side of the ruins are the remains of two lookout points
where the soldiers of the king were stationed. The eastern point has short sections of wall
which are better preserved than the western one, where little remains other than some

foundations.

Two Early Iron Age sites are also in this sector, the first one lying immediately to the north of
the main ruins complex . This area has been heavily eroded and little remains other than
isolated pottery and iron smelting slag. The second lies to the west of the road leading up the
mountain, in a semi-secluded valley to the east of the Mutokolwe stream. No dates have been
obtained for these two sites, but based on the fragmentary pottery remains recovered, they
would be expected to return dates of around AD 700. (See figures 3 and 4.)

Figure 3 Examples of Early Iron Age pottery recovered from
erosion gullies.
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ge 4 One of the Early Iron Age sites lies under this agricultural field on the banks of
the Mutokolwe stream.

At the end of the first hairpin bend of the road leading up the mountain, a smaller road has been
graded eastwards towards the Gadabi River Gorge. This roads passes through a Late Iron Age
site, with a cattle kraal, some midden remains and small terraces containing several rock slabs

o e e AL Rl Vv i

Figure 5 he cattle kraal. of a-Lteron Age |ton the slopes of the
Soutpansberg Mountains. A road has been graded through it to allow
access to the Gadabi River.
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with dolly holes. No diagnostic pottery was foanﬂ to be able to date the site mare or less. (See
figures 5 and 6.)

Figure 6 The arrows point to dolly holes in rock slabs
in terraces at the Late Iron Age site on the mountain

slopes.

Approximately half way up the mountain road on the way to Tshiendeulu, are the remains of
stone walling. This walling is heavily overgrown, but appears to be of the Venda rough stone
type. Unfortunately, the walls were damaged during the making of the road more than 35 years
ago. A detailed survey of this walling still needs to be done

"The remains of a more recent settlement dating to the 1940's can also be found about 250
metres to the north of the Dzata walls. The overlap between structures from the earlier Dzata
times and the 1940's creates difficulty to define a clear northern boundary for the original Dzata

village.

Much of the mountain in this area is relatively undisturbed, with gorges and valleys having
running water, and large indigenous trees. (See figures 7 and 8.) Bird life abounds in these

gorges and thick bush.

Higher up the mountain, oné MOVes into the mist belt caused by low clouds covering the
mountain tops, with a resultant change in vegetation to a more montane type. The cover also
is not as thick as it is lower down. Although no botanical survey has yet been done in this
section of the Soutpansberg, results from surveys done elsewhere have shown a wide range -
of unusual vegetation, some of which appear to be remnants of archaic plant colonies.
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Walled viewpoint lor king's guards

Figure 9 A view looking easards from the Dzata cattle kraal to the hill on which
there is a small section of coursed wall where some of the king's guards were
stationed.

Figure 10 The former entranc;gate to Dzata photographed in 1988. There was no
permanent guide of guardian at the site, and keys had to be fetched from the tribal

offices.

21



-

3. Ownership and responsibility for site”

The reserve falls within the authority of the Mphephu Territorial Council, Dzanani, However,
according to tradition, the section of the reserve in which the Dzata 1 Ruins are located is under
the local jurisdiction of Chief Nkoneni Netshiendeulu, of Tshiendeuluy Village. The Tshiendeulu
Royal Family have been the custodians of the settlement at Dzata 1 since its abandonment.

The responsibility for the running and management of the site falls between the Limpopo
F’royince Department of Sport, Arts and Culture, Polokwane and the Makhado Municipality,

other activities, while the Makhado Municipality is responsible for the maintenance and
development of the infrastructure, rehabilitation and other necessary functions.

The overseeing of the functioning of the activities undertaken by the Department of Sport, Art
and Culture and the Makhado Municipality is done by the Dzata Steering Committee. This
Steering Committee is composed of all relevant stakeholders from local and provincial
government, the local community, traditional authority, NGO's | Schoemansdal Museum,
University of Venda and other interested and affected parties.

4. Statement of significance

The significance of the area, lies not only in its natural beauty, but more specifically in the
relationship between the two sets of ruins known as Dzata 1 and Dzata 2.

Venda history indicates that the Vhavenda are not originally a homogenous people, and are
composed of different groups who migrated southwards across the Limpopo at different times
from as early as the beginning as the 15 century to settle in the mountains, where it is said that
a group, known as the Vhangona were already resident.

According to oral tradition, the most significant of these migrations occurred late in the 17t
century, when the group who became known as the Masingo entered the Soutpansberg
Mountains from the north. They settled at Tshiendeulu, under the chief Dimbanyika, who

apparently died not many years after settling there.

There are many versions of the manner of Chief Dimbanyika's death, the most common relating
to him being trapped in a cave when the entrance collapsed on top of him when out hunting
rock rabbits with his dogs. One of the dogs that was not trapped ran back to the village, and
when the villagers realized that something was amiss, called Dimbanyika’s son, Phophi who
went to his father’s aid without avail. Phophi then succeeded his father, calling himself Thoho-
ya-ndou, (Head of the elephant) given that his father, the"elephant” had died. Thoho-ya-ndou
then proceeded to move his village down from the top of the mountain into the Nzhelele Valley,

where he then created a new capital town at Dzata,

At this time, Dzata 2 had grown into the largest town south of the Limpopo, with an estimated
3000 - 4000 people living in it, and it is still seen today as the ancestral home of the Venda

people,
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The links between the Tshiendeulu area and fhe Nzhelele Valley are still strong, with ritual
ceremonies still being performed by Dimbanyika's descendants, the Mphephu - Ramabulana
family at the mountain where Dimbanyika is reputed to have died.

5. Objectives for opening the site to the public

Both Dzata sites have been open to the public for many years, but with the new heritage
legislation coming into operation and with the depraclamation of former national monuments
down to provincial heritage sites, it has become necessary to follow the correct procedures for
managing sites where the public are involved.

I addition, under the former Republic of Venda Government, museum buildings were erected
at Dzata 2, but the installation of exhibitions was never completed through lack of funds.
Recently, funds were made available to complete the museum, which now forms part of the

introduction to Dzata 2. (See figure 1 1.)

-
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the museu
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m building, with work still in progress.

Figure 11 The front of-

Although tourists visited Dzata, the local communities received no direct benefits. With
controlled tourism, provincial government funding, and mechanisms for fund raising to assist
in development, attention can be given to drawing the community into the activities at Dzata.
They now have cause to feel proud about their heritage and can help towards the conservation
thereof. The communities are very keen to get school children to visit the museum once it is
complete, as well as the ruins.

The development of a cultural arena, where community activities of a traditional nature can be
held when required is seen as an additional drawcard for community involvement.
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SECTION 3
MANAGING THE DZATA RUINS SITE.

1. DESCRIPTION.

The 26 ha protected site of Dzata lies to the east and to the north of the present museum building.
However, this does not encompass the whole area that was originally the town of Dzata at its
heyday in around 1750 AD. Much of what was part of the original site today lies under the streets
and houses of Ha-Mandiwana, and while other parts are being destroyed by the consistent
expansion of the modern village. The original main entrance to Dzata extends beyond the present
southern boundary fence, and has been destroyed by the construction of a water reservoir. Other
features can be found extending into gardens of houses, or are visible in roads.

Originally, only a small area of less than three hectares was fenced off, around the main section
of the ruins, i.e. the musanda and the most prominent walls closest to it. This was proclaimed a
national monument under the South African Government well prior to the ‘independence” of the
Venda homeland. Other walls that were smaller and less visible, were left outside this area. When

In 1990/1991, the fence was removed from the small area, and extended to cover the
approximately 26 hectares that form the monument today.

The “natural” bush around Dzata has also changed over time, with parts the site being heavily and
densely covered b_y scrub and small trees, of which the knobthorn (Acacia nigrescens) is one of

are nearly a meter deep. Little remains of the archaeological deposit, other than clusters of
material adjacent to the roots of trees and bushes.

A large borrow pit exists on the western boundary of the fenced off area, adjacent to the road
leading to the mountain. This was created by road builders around 1980, when the road between

Siloam Hospital and the N1 was being upgraded prior to tarring.

2. SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS RESEARCH

Archaeological excavations are thought to have been done in the 1930's. This conclusion is based
on some pottery in the National Cultural History Museum, Pretoria, which has been accessed as
coming from excavations at Dzata. There is no further detail. H.P. Prinsloo from Pretoria
University undertook some excavations between 1972 and 1976, but this work was never

24



4

published. In 1987, T.N. Huffman and E.®.M. Hanisch published the results of a survey of
Zimbabwe-style ruins, in which the Tshiendeulu Ruins as well as Dzata are discussed. In 1989,
the University of the Witwatersrand, together with E.O.M. Hanisch did some further work at Dzata,

which was only partially published in 1996.

J.H.N. Loubser published his PhD on the Ethno-

archaeology of Venda-speakers in Southern Africa in 1992, which included a section on Dzata.

3.

ORIGINAL AND MODERN STRUCTURES AND FEATURES OF DZATA

Th_ezphysicai remains of Dzata that can still be seen are the following:

3.1

3.2

Walls

There are two types of wall to be seen, namely neatly coursed and semi-coursed walls, and
rough stone walling. The former is traditionally associated with chieftaincy, while the latter is
indicative of areas where commoners may move around or gather.

Itis immediately noticeable that many of the walls are partially or fully collapsed. Photographs
taken over the last 30 years show this deterioration, some of which is attributable to cattle and
goats that have consistently been inside the fenced off area. Other deterioration is due to the
vegetation that has been growing inside the walls, particularly trees, since the walls offered
protection against damage by animals when the trees were young.

The neat stone walls in the royal area (musanda) are mostly not original as they stand, but
were dismantled and rebuilt somewhere between 1974 and 1978, but most likely closer to
1978. The foundations where the walls originally stood can still be seen sticking out in places

from under the rebuilt walls.

The various walls extend over a large area, with a second complex of walling to be found
about 120 meters north of the museum building. This group appears to be known as the
Makhadzi’s Ruin, although there is no certainty if this is the original name. It consists of 3
series of semi-circular “scalloped” walls, ina heavily collapsed state. Some of the stones used
here are clearly different to those used to build the musanda., and appear to have been neatly
coursed. Adjacent to these are ordinary rough stone walls, some of which have clearly been
robbed of stone to build the museum walls.

There are also numerous low stone walls, that we must assume to have been the bases for
wooden palisade fences that demarcated and separated activity areas and homesteads from
one another. Two of these low walls run parallel to one another for nearly 100 meters,
vanishing under a water reservoir outside the Dzata fence. In all probability, this was the
original main entrance for visitors to the town.

Stone terraces

On the sloping ground between the two complexes, as well as southwards beyond them are
numerous low stone terraces, that were clearly intended to level the landscape priorto building
houses and other structures. Many of these terraces have the remains of collapsed burnt

structures on them.
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3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

4,

Burnt daga structures.

Numerous méunds of burnt daga attest to the numbers of structures that burnt down at the
end of the occupation of Dzata. Some of these appear to be well preserved, with little erosion,
while others have been damaged, not only by erosion, but by pathways.created by cattle and

goats.
Some of these structures at the Makhadzi’s Ruin were excavated in 1989 by the University of

Jthe Witwatersrand, and found to be small houses. One large one that was excavated at the
*musanda, was clearly the locale where important visitors met the king.

In some areas, house floors have become exposed over time, but unfortunately with the cattle
that were allowed into the fenced off area, many of these have now been trampled and have

disappeared.

Gravel concentrations.

Visible in various areas, but obvious at the main court, are concentrations of purple gravel,
often forming a slight mound. These are where structures that did not burn down once stood.
It is not clear whether these remains are from house floors, or gravel that was rrnxed in the

clay that was used for plastering.

Cattle kraals

Two large cattle kraals can be seen |mmedlately south of the main court. They are partly
damaged by ongoing springhare activity, which is mainly concentrated in the southern and
south eastern sections. The present main path to the court also crosses them and deflation

of the deposit is clear in these areas.

Middens

Scattered all over the site are numerous rubbish dumps, which vary in size, from small
household middens, to large, extensive ones that are associated with the court and the royal

areas.

MODERN STRUCTURES BUILT FOR FESTIVAL PURPOSES

Ceremonies linked to Dzata Day, which was a public holiday under the former Republic of Venda
 government, as well as other festivities were here previously held at the old musanda and court.

4.1

Recent structures built in the musanda (royal area)

Over and above the rebuilt stone walls, other structures were erected. These structures were
intended to be used for seating important community leaders and other invited guests. These
structures were arranged around and behind a speaker’s podium. They are numbered on the
photograph (figure 12), and are discussed as follows:
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Areas 1and 2 are rebuilt stone walls.

Area 3 is a series of 12 curved benches that were constructed out of stone and mud, and
were used to seat the chiefs who attended the festivities. Lines of rough stones were carefully
packed, then covered with mud, which was pounded to give a hard, smooth surface. The
stones were apparently removed from walls on the west side of the musanda area.

Wi

Figure 12 An aerial photograph of the musanda area showing the modern structures discussed under 4.1
Recent structures built in the musanda.

Area 4 relates to four thatched roofed structures that were built from tarred poles, stone and
clay. The structures were not identical, but had similar dimensions and style of building.
Tarred poles held up a thatched roof. Low walls were built around the poles, with steps
leading into each structure. Thin poles, and in some cases reeds formed a structure resting
on top of the low walls , extending about halfway up to roof height, there by forming a basic
wind break for those sitting inside. Two or three seats with arm- and backrests were built in
each structure out of stone and clay. Flat stones taken from the walls and the courtyard were
used in these seats. The clay exteriors of the huts were decorated with patterns made from
cattia dung.

27



5. REMOVAL OF EXISTING FOOTPATH

New paths are being planned that will take visitors in a circular route from the museum through
to the musanda and back to the museum, without retracing footsteps. On completion of the new
pathways, the existing main footpath to the musanda will be no longer used, and therefore totally
dismantled and rehabilitated. This is to be done under the supervision of an archaeologist.

A full written record of all steps taken, including the names of poisons used must be kept

5.1 * Removal of euphorbia trees

All euphorbia trees will be cut down at ground surface level, the stumps smeared with poison
and left to rot. No attempts will be made to physically remove these trees for replanting
elsewhere, as the removal will cause damage to the archaeological deposit.

5.2 Removal of clay and stone benches

All clay and stone benches are to be removed from the trees at the begirining ofthe pathway,
as well as from trees that are close by. The stones are to be reworked into the environment.

5.3 Removal of stones lining the pathway

Most of these stones were taken from walls and other structures that lie along the pathway.
Where possible they will have to be re-integrated with walls and other structures from which
they were taken. Unfortunately, it would appear that no photographs exist in which these
walls and structures are shown, thus the reconstruction such features will be done by
comparison to similar structures that exist elsewhere on site.

5.4 Rehabilitation of archaeological features in path

caused deflation and erosion of the deposit. This is particularly noticeable where the path
approaches and starts to cross the cattle kraal from the south west. -

* Each feature is to be properly recorded and photographed, without excavation taking
place.

° Each feature will be covered with a layer of sterile sand, before being covered with sterile
soil.

° Thelow walls of the original main entrance be rebuilt where they cross the old path. This
is to be done when rehabilitation of this original entrance takes place.

* Where threats of erosion by water occur, each area is to be individually assessed and
suitable steps taken to limit this.

°* The pathway must be seeded with a suitable local grass to stabilize the new soil, and limit
erosion.

5.5 Monitoring

° Monitoring will be on a monthly basis and steps taken if necessary to repair damage.
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6. VYEGETATION

Vegetation that is growing in the walls needs to be controlled so that all wall are kept clean and
tidy. Shrubs and trees in particular lead to long term damage. Initially this is not noticeable
when the vegetation is small, but eventually the damage is done when collapse occurs. It is
thus better to say that prevention is better than cure.

To achieve this the following must be done:

6.1 Walls
4

6.1.1 An assessment must be done of each and every wall to ascertain what needs to be
done to each wall individually. ( See figures 13 and 14.) Walls must be given temporary
numbers, and a detailed description of the action to be taken must be written down.
Instructions are then given to ground staff to carry out under supervision.

6.1.2 Trees and shrubs will be cut down as low as possible to the ground, without doing
damage to any structure. A suitable poison will be smeared on the stump to ensure that
the tree or shrub does not regrow.

6.1.3 All grass and other annual plants growing in the walls will be cut down, and the residue
sprayed with a herbicide to kill it off. Initially this may have to be done frequently.

6.1.4 A full written record of all steps taken, including the names of poisons used must be
kept.

6.1.5 The process must also be photographed to show how the walls appeared before and
after clearing.

6.2 Areas between the walls

6.2.1 The areas in between the walls will be carefully thinned out, so that a parkland effect is
created with the larger trees left standing. This is necessary to open up the walls to
create a better visual effect for the visitor. Figure 15 shows the thick plant growth,

6.2.2 Care must be taken not to thin out close to the southern boundary, where the trees and
shrubs are needed to shelter the nearby houses from view.

8.2.3 Trees and shrubs must again be cut down as close to the ground as possible, and be
smeared with a suitable poison.

6.24 Where trees are to be left, it is permissible to trim the lower branches to improve the
parkland effect.

6.2.4 The wood mus: not be dragged on the ground but carried out, as dragging can damage
the archaeological remains.

6.2.5 Grass and other annual plants must be slashed down, but not poisoned, as a grass
covering is needed to control erosion.

6.26 A full written record of all steps taken, including the names of poisons used must be
kept. '
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6.2.7 A photographic record must be kept of the work as it

progresses, to show what the site
looked like.before clearing and after clearing.

Figure 13 The walls covered in veget
must be opened up and kept open.

AENT, CREREST 2N P A

Figure 14  Minor vegetation covers these walls, partially hiding them from view. .
All such vegetation needs to be permanently cleared. :
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6.3
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Figure 15  Low scrub bushes must be cleared to provide a better visual
appearance of the site. Clearing must be done selectively, leaving trees in place.
Certain trees can have their lower branches trimmed to open the view, but should
not be taken out. Workers will have to take care not to create pathways like the
one in the photo, which was created by workers from the museum.

Monitoring and maintenance

The stone walls must be checkedon a monthly basis to ensure that no new plant growth
is taking place. Where this is found, it should be immediately eradicated using

appropriate measures.

New growth on tree stumps showing that these were incorrectly poisoned, must be
treated again.

The grass and small vegetation growing in the areas between the walls must be cut
back to promote site visibility. Sufficient brushcutters must be purchased for this.

The grass next to the paths must be kept short. The shorter the grass and the less
dense the vegetation is, the less risk there s of snakes, a potential threat to tourists.

Tree branches that begin to hang down and obscure the view must periodically pruned
to keep the parkland effect. Suitable pruning shears, cutters, saws and gloves must be

purchased.

Schedules need to be worked out. All work done must be fully and clearly documented,
including with photographs where necessary.
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7. EROSION et

Sheet and gully erosion is a major problem in parts of the lower section of the Heritage
Reserve. [t affects two Early Iron Age sites, as well as a Middle Stone Age site and sections
of stone wall that belong to Dzata. |t has occurred as a result of over utilization of the area,
particularly by cattle and goats with gullies forming where paths have created run-off areas

for water
7.1 Inside the fenced-off area

Erosion affects the central and eastern parts of this area, as can be seen from the
accompanying aerial photo taken in 1989, (Figure 16).

%.. R _'.;..- L PR A SRR T
Ph of Dzata showing the areas of erosion.
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Figure 16  An aerial photog

ra
1 This is the main court area at Dzata.
2, Here are the remains of an Early Iron Age iron smelting site, most of which has eroded
away. Gullies are forming in this region.
3. Middle Stone Age tools, as well as some Early Iron Age potsherds have been found in this

section. Sheet erosion is prevalent on the western side, with deep gully erosion oceurring
in places to the east. Gullies are forming between areas 2 and 3, as this is the region that
Is lowest and where the water gathers.

4, An earthen wall has been constructed across this section, to limit the hill wash, and to direct
the run-off water into the normally dry Gadabi stream bed about 50 metres to the east.
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When clearing of the walls was done in the early 1990's, much of the smaller plant material was
placed inside the gullies at the nick points to create zones where grass could possibly grow. In
some cases this worked, but unfortunately new nick points often started close by.

Some of these gullies are now up to a metre in depth. (See figure 17). The sparse grass

i ) 2 Y

Figure 17 An example of one of the gullies forming. The erosion from under the
stones is obvious, and several stones have already been displaced from a stone
structure, which was probably a grain bin platform. The depth at the right is about 60
centimetres.

covering does not help in this regard either, and erosion is high, leading to the slow movement
of cultural material away from its original context. Stones that were originally part of structures
are broadly clustered in areas, but the nature of the structure is no longer discernable. (See
figure 18.)

At some stage, but it is not known when, an attempt was made to divert some of the sheet
erosion water flow away from the central run off area by means of an earthen wall running at
about 45° to the direction of the main flow. This was directed into the Gadabi stream bed. An
extensive gully now exists along this earth wall, down into the stream bed, and undermines the
present fence to sorne degree, leaving it hanging.

The outlet of the central channel is directly next to the museum, and water would run between
the museum building and ablution block. In 1991 a stone-lined channel (without cement) was
constructed to funnel the water away from the museum and associated buildings. This furrow
ran above the buildings, with its outlet beyond the ablution block. (See figure 19).
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Figure 18 A section with sparse grass covering, where sheet erosion is prevalent.
Grass tufts frequently stand higher than the surrounding soil.
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Figure 19 A part of the outer wall of the channel that was

divert run-off water from the central section of the site past the museum and
outbuildings. The ablution block can be seen in the background.
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1.1

Rehabilitation,

a) Central area

ensure that the water flow is over and not around the gabion. Where possible,
backfilling part of the gully behind the gabions with stones should be done to break

At the spot where the iron smelting remains are to be found, special attention will
need to be given to diverting the water flow around the heavily damaged remains.
This may have to be by building low cement and stone walls in an inverted V-shape

around them.

* The sheet erosion will be more difficult to control, particularly in view of the fact that
much of the rain comes in the form of thundershowers. The best form of control will
be the planting by seed of a local grass that can spread easily. In some parts
consideration may have to be given to placing flat, elongated, double layer stone
gabions on the surface to break the speed of the water flow across these large

denuded areas.

* The existing bypass furrow that takes water away from the museum buildings, must
be checked to ensure that it is capable of handling the volume of water. If necessary,
it should be enlarged particularly where it joins the central area gullies.

b) The earthen wall and surrounds.

replaced.

The channel outlet towards the stream bed, should be constructed to of stone and
cement, to limit erosion around the fence.
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* The area that serves as 3 catchment zone show signs of major sheet erosion. The
same steps that are applied under 1 -1a) above for sheet erosion are to be used here.

7.1.2  Monitoring.

Monitoring of the rehabilitation must be undertaken after every heavy shower of rain, when
there is a strong run-off of water. Particular attention must be given to the following:

* Tosee whetherthe nickpoints are continuing to cut back into undamaged soil, and if so,
- to take remedial action.

* To check that water is not flowing underneath the gabions, nor bypassing them on the
sides. If this does happen, then action must be taken to stop the flow past before

further erosion sets in.
* To check that the wire mesh of the gabions has not been damaged.
* To check that the flat gabions have not shifted, and to reset them if it is necessary.

* To check that the barred concrete outlet of the channel has not become clogged with
debris, and to remove such debris as might be found.

* The grass that has been Planted must be checked to see what might have been washed
away, and new seed sown if necessary.

* The bypass furrow past the museum must be regularly inspected for damage and to
ensure that it is clear of any vegetation or other impediment to the flow of water.

* Theannual taking of photographs for comparison with the previous photos, to see what
changes have taken place, and to compensate for negative changes if necessary.

* If new archaeological material can be seen eroding out, or existing material is in danger
of further damage, then an archaeologist must be contacted to come and make
recommendations as to what protective measures must be undertaken.

* All new information regarding changes must pe properly documented.

7.2 Outside the fenced off ruins area.

accessible. Itis possible, however, to create water diversion furrows across some of the roads
to prevent water running down the middle of the road.

There is o
closer to the mountain on the western side of the road, behind an extended gravel pit, which
has been partially enclosed with a neatly built stone wall. (See figure 20.) A long gully extends
through part of the site, and is between 114 and 2 metres deep in places. Old agricultural Jands
lie on the northern side of the site, and are adding to the erosion. (See figure 21.)



7.2.1

L]

7.2.2

Rehabilitation

The rehabilitation of the large erosion gully can be immediately undertaken, as nobody
from the local community is directly affected by this. The gabion structures placed in
the gully will have to be large and strong, due to the depth and width of the gully as well
as the expected force of water. They must be sloped to the middle to allow
accumulated water to flow over, without eroding the edges.

Rehabilitation of erosion in the general area will be difficult to undertake until relocation
of homesteads takes place.

When this does finally occur, careful planning will have to be done, and specialists
called in to advise on the best ways of rehabilitation, as this will not only be for erosion,

but also for vegetation.

Monitoring

Monitoring of the rehabilitation must be undertaken after every heavy shower of rain, when
there is a strong run-off of water. Particular attention must be given to the following:

To see whether the nickpoints are continuing to cut back into undamaged soil, and if so,
to take remedial action by filling in with suitable materials.

To check that water is not flowing underneath the gabions, nor bypassing them on the
sides. If this does happen, then action must be taken to stop the flow past before
further erosion sets in. If necessary, this can include the dismantling of the old gabion
and building a new one which is better anchored.

To limit the underflow of water under the gabion, it may be necessary to build a cement
foundation first.

To check that the wire mesh of the gabions has not been damaged.

The annual taking of photographs for comparison with the previous photos, to see what
changes have taken place, and to compensate for negative changes if necessary.

If new archaeological material can be seen eroding out, or existing material is in danger
of further damage, then an archaeologist must be contacted to come and make
réecommendations as to what protective or other measures must be undertaken.

All new information regarding changes must be properly documented.
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8. DAMAGE BY SPRINGHARES =

In the area along the southern periphery of the lower cattle kraal, the burrowing rodents known as
springhares have made extensive tunnels into the archaeological deposit, throwing out pottery,
bones and other cultural material. (See figures and .) The continual burrowing is undermining
the soil, which will eventually collapse. In addition the archaeological stratigraphy is being
damaged in one of the few areas where a fairly long, and well-defined chronology appears to exist
in the site.

1

e

Figure 22 The ashy area below the cattle kraal here springhare disturbances can clearly be see‘

8.1 Eradication of springhare threat

This has become a priority, in view of the fact that presently the local community has no
access to hunting, and consequently the springhare colony appears to be growing.

One of the accepted methods s to use aluminium phosphine gas producing tablets, which

are induced deep inside an active hole. Springhares are active at night but do not return to
the same burrow each time. In order to determine which holes the springhares return to that

40



* The sieved soil is replaced in the tunnel. It should be pressed as deep as possible into the
back of each burrow, without causing any damage to the archaeological matrix. |f
necessary, the soil may be dampened to allow firm consolidation in the tunnels,

* The use of sandbags is not rféCommended as these will be too large to fit in most cases.

* Where necessary, additional sterile soil can be brought in to fill up any cavities.

* Detailed photographic records are kept through out the procedure.

8.3 Monitoring
* Monitoring on a monthly basis must pe done by the curator or archaeologist.

* Any new rodent activities must be immediately reported and appropriate extermination
measures taken.

* Should new burrows have formed, then the rehabilitation procedures will have to be carried
out once the eradication has been completed.

* Where refilled burrows show signs of collapse, additional filling with sterile soil or sand must
take place to prevent further damage or erosion from starting.

9. DAMAGE TO DZATA BY CATTLE

to emphasize the need to keep all animals out, and ensure that al| security fencing is regularly
checked for damage. (See figures 24 and 25) |f damaged fencing is found, then a check must
be done to ensure that any animals that might have entered are chased out,

To discourage owners of animals from letting them wander into the reserve, consideration can be
given to impounding the animals, and only releasing them on the Payment of a substantial fine.
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Fgure 24 Cattle walking over the
before the fences were repaired.
collected and is ready fo
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walls at Dzata, This hoto was taken

In the foreground is firewood that was
rrémoval by a local person
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10. RECONSTRUCTION OF THE ORIGINAL MUSANDA AND ASSOCIATED AREAS

When compared to other walled towns dating to the 1700's, the walls of Dzata are not
particularly impressive. This has been exacerbated by the rebuilding of the wall into a modern
style, which is not linked to the original shapes or sizes of the walls. Other walls have partially
collapsed. Robbing the walls of stone to utilize in building the structures used in the festivals
held at Dzata also helped to make some of the walls lower than they originally were.

Visitgrs see a place that is not visually very attractive, and although there is an interesting
history with many legends connected with Dzata, many tourists leave with a feeling of
disappointment. They expect the first town where unification of the Vhavenda as a nation took

place to be more striking.

The only to meet visitors’ expectations, would be to recreate the musanda as it would have
been at about 1760 AD, with the various houses and other structures that would have been
standing. This would be based on archaeological information, as well as from traditional
knowledge as to how such a royal locale and the individual houses would have looked.

The steps to be followed in the process are:
10.1  Rebuilding of walls
10.1.1 Court (See figures 26 to 29)

a) Walls

* Along the perimeter of the court, the rough stone wall has collapsed in places. These
areas are to be rebuilt using the stones that have collapsed out of that particular
section of wall. Stones may be removed from the wall to facilitate the rebuilding
process, but must be replaced exactly where they were found.

* Sections of the wall that Potentially may collapse in the future, may at the discretion
of the consultant, be dismantled, the cause of collapse removed and rebuilt.

b) Structures

* Certain modern structures, mainly speakers’ platforms, were reconstructed in the
court, but are not original. They must alf be removed.

* Where evidence exists of an original structure having been in the court, the nature of
the structure should be determined. If the structure can be clearly identified, then a
similar structure can be erected on the same place, using the dimensions of the

original.
c) Euphorbia Trees
The euphorbia trees were planted at the beginning of the 1970's. While it is correct to

say that there were in all probability no euphorbia trees were growing in the court at the
time when Dzata was occupied, it does not mean that they now all have to be removed.

* Those that are too close to the walls where the potential for damage to the stonework
is obvious, will have to be removed. Such trees will have to be cut down level with the
soil surface, and the stumps killed with a suitable poison.
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10.2

10.2.1

Vegetation, including tree stumps is to be poisoned with a suitable herbicide in order to
prevent regrowth.

any structures or features that are to be found adjacent to the rebuilding. Such areas
will have extra protection placed around or over them.
All stones will placed on broad conveyor belting, and not on the ground, while the area

is being prepared for rebuilding. This is to prevent damage to any structures or
archaeological deposit that may be underlying the surface where work is being done.

starting from the original status of the wa|| and its collapsed sections prior to any stones
being removed, and finishing with detailed shots of the final product.

If thought necessary, foundations may be strengthened to prevent or limit the future
collapse of any wall.
Reconstruction of Royal Area

Archaeological Excavations

All this information is be Properly photographed and mapped according to standard
archaeological Procedures. It will also pe used in the design of the royal section of the

settlement.
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place at Dzata, and this be preserved as” best as possible.

10.2.2 Protection of excavated areas

All excavated areas must backfilled according to the standard set by SAHRA. [n areas
where features are presently visible on the surface, and these are not éxcavated, then they

top of each feature, so as to clearly distinguish it from the top soil that will be added. This
will ensure theat the topsoil will not adhere to the features, thereby making any future

‘excavation more difficult.

10.2.3 Designing the layout of the Royal Area

Based on the information obtained from the excavations. the numbers, sizes and
placement of structures will be determined. This will be matched with local knowledge of
what traditional royal structures looked like in the past, and the materials that they would
have been built from. A literature study must be undertaken to determine what information
has been recorded in the past about early royal settlements and their structures.

Plans of individual structures will need to be drawn up, so that estimates can be made of
the materials required, as well as listing the types of traditional materials that would have
been used. The designs should take into account where

10.2.4 Reconstruction of houses and other structures.

In discussions held on site with Dr. Webber Ndoro, presently of ICCROM, about the
reconstruction of Dzata, several Suggestions were made, based on Dr Ndoro’s own
experiences in reconstruction at the Zimbabwe ruins.

* The whole royal area must be covered with soil, which can be compacted to form a new
surface.

* Al new structures are built onto this surface, which now serves to separate the old from
the new.

* Where posts holes need to be dug into the new soil layer, ensure that the soil is thick
enough to accommodate the holes.

* Drainage holes might have to be built into the reconstructed walls, to allow proper flow
of water off the site. Standing water often causes foundations of walls to sag leading
to the potential collapse of the affected section of wall.

* The flow of water through the area must be regularly monitored to prevent erosion. This
is of primary importance where an additional layer of soil has been added in, as this will
not quickly and easily bind to the natural soil underneath. Such areas are thus more
vulnerable to running water, and erosion can set in easily. Where necessary, stone-
lined channels must be provided to direct the flow of water away from sensitive areas.

* Aprime objective of reconstruction is to achieve authenticity, which implies using original
types of building materials. |t is, however, permissible to use modern materials
provided that these are not visible to the public eye, and are documented as such in the

plans.
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10.3 The Court Walls
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Figure 27 A section of the wall on the western side of the court.
collapse.
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of the wall on the eastern side of the court.
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that the collapsed

Figue 9 side view of the western wall of the court, showing
stones lie up to 1% metres away from the wall,

The arrow points to a termitarium, that must be exterminated and demolished.

Rehabilitation of the court walls

1. The walls (tops and sides) must be cleared of all vegetation. This must
be cut down to root level and then killed off with a suitable herbicide.
2. No attempts must be made to pull any of the vegetation out by the roots

as this can lead to unnecessary damage to the walls and possible
further collapse of the stonework.

3. All loose stone on the wall in the collapsed sections should be carefully
replaced into the positions that they appear to have come from.

4, Stone can then be replaced from the collapse on the ground.

5. Care must be taken not to damage the stones while working with them.

6. Attention must also be given to colour variation, i.e. that the stones that

face outwards all have 3 similar colour through out. We do not wish to
create artificial patterns by placing stones with different patinas in
positions that appear to form 3 pattern,

/. It is accepted that the stones lying furthest from the walls are most
likely the last stone to have rolled of the walls, and therefore these will
be replaced first. This practice will continue until the stones at the
bottom of the pile closest to the wall are replaced as the last stones on
the top of the wall.

8 Full documentation and a photographic record will be kept throughout

this process.
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10.4 The Musanda: original and moderfwalls

10.4.1 Present state
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, and shows the rebuilt walls in the royal area.
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'Figure 30 This photograh was take in July 2

It can be seen that the walls have been built around trees and euphorbias that are all
younger that the ruins themselves. The euphorbia in the foreground was planted at the
same time as the reconstruction was done and has a ring of stones placed around it.

The three reconstructed walls that are visible in the photo are much lower and wider than
their original counterparts. They are approximately in the same positions, but are not built
directly on the original foundations, the stones of which are still visible in places.

No attempts were made to reconstruct the chief's seats that had been built into the various
walls in the first place. One wall, which originally had a minimum of six monoliths (large
upright stones) built into it, had a series of smaller stones placed upright to spell out the
word “Dzata”. Stories were then told to tourists as to how Thohoyandou had arisen one
morning to find this name given to the settlement by the ancestors.

The following photographs represent the Dzata 2 walls as they are now and will be
compared to earlier photographs showing them before they were incorrectly rebuilt.
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At the widest point on the photo, the wall is nearly 4 metres wide. Early descriptions of the
walls, although not very accurate, say that the walls were at least as high as they were wide,
reaching about two metres in some places. Judging from old photographs where people
“can be used as a rough scale, the height is between 1% and 2 metres for most of them.

When reconstructing the walls to their approximate original size and shape, the assumption
will be made that the stones from each wall will fit on the foundation the closest to it.
Therefore the width and the length of the walls can be determined, and the height will be
fixed by the number of stones available.
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Figure 42 The stones indicated between the arrows are part of the original
foundation of the wall. The rest of this section of the foundation is covered by grass.
Wall originally had monoliths and a chief's seat in it. The seat was on the other side

of the wall.
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Figure 33  The original interior of the reconstructed wall in the above figure, showing the
monoliths in position. According to a younger brother of the late P.R. Mphephu, three stones
were placed on either side of a seat that was built into the wall. (Pers. comm. 1973)
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igure 34 A photograph taken in the 1960's of the most easterly wall adjacent to the court. (Photo

copied from T.V. Bulpin in R. Summers. 1971, Ancient Ruins and Vanished Civilizations of Southern
Africa.
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A close look suggests that the wall stands higher in the older photographs than in the most recent,
.8uggesting that some rebuilding as done here as well. To check this, the selfsame stones will have
to be identified on enlargements of old and recent photos, and the layers of stones above these
stones then counted.

Itis clear from the earlier photos that the ends of the wall are no longer in their original shapes either.
This will be more difficult to determine. See the following photos. (Figures 40. 41 and 43)
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in the central wall closest to the middle of the royal area.
The position of this seat will have to be fixed beyond doubt, otherwise it should not feature in any
reconstruction if the possibility exists that it might be incorrectly placed.
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Figure 40 The rebuilt eastern end of the wall, with the dotted line showing the
junction between the original stonework and the reconstruction. The newly
reconstructed section is considerably lower than the rest of the wall.

Figure 41 A view of the same section of the wall taken from above. The Junction
and artificial rounding can be clearly seen. The reconstruction would follow the
outline of the original foundation. A herbicide would also need to be applied to
eradicated any vegetation growing in the walls. See figure for information about
reconstruction.
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Figure 42 Destabilisation of the stonework

bn the southern sid the wall,

which in all probability has been caused by the swelling of the roots of the
adjacent marula tree.

Rehabilitation

1.

The stones in the section where destabilisation is evident, will have to
be numbered, the section carefully photographed, and drawn to scale
with each stone clearly marked.

Each lay<i of siones must be placed in numerical order, layer by layer,
on broad conveyor belting as they are dismantled. Care must be taken
to ensure that the wall does not collapse, and must be supported where
necessary.

When the foundation level has been reached, an archaeological
excavation must done to open the soil until the roots are fully exposed.
The nature of the next steps to be taken are dependent on the depth of
the root system below the present soil level. The intention is as far as
possible to retain the marula tree. The options are:

a) if the roots are shallow, then they will have to cut out, but
ensuring that there are sufficient deep roots to protect the tree
from being blown over in a strong wind. When the roots have
been cut out, then a re-enforced concrete lintel should be cast
into the excavation trench made, on which the wall will be
rebuilt. ’

b) if the roots are deep, i.e. at least 30 centimetres, then a re-
enforced concrete lintel shouid be cast into the excavation
trench made, on which the wall will be rebuilt.

c) only if there is no other alternative, should the tree be cut down,
and the stump poisoned. Steps a) or b) would have to be
followed in any case, as the eventually rotting roots would
create cavities under the wall, which would then collapse.




Figure 43  The western end of

-

The rebuilding of the wall would be done, replacing the outer layers of
back in the same position that they were taken from. The photos

and drawings would be the aids in doing this. The outer stones
would be placed slightly to the inside as the layers rose in height.

This allows the wall to slope slightly inward from perpendicular,
thereby minimizing the possibility of future collapse outwards,

also been incorrectly been

E i =z

rebuilt. The arrow shows the junction between the old (right) and the new (left) sections.

Reconstruction

1.

2.

The new section does not have to be documented in detail, as it is not original. It
can be carefully dismantled and the stones placed on conveyor belting.

In the photograph, it will be noticed that there are stones of different types used
in the reconstruction. This is incorrect, and these must be sorted out and not
used again in the exterior stonework.

Once the original foundation has been uncovered, reconstruction can
commence.

Careful attention must be given to the nature and colour of the stones left in the
original sections of the wall, and slabs must be chosen to match those original
ones. This is particularly true of the lichen-covered stoned on the southern side
of the wall. The idea is that the join between the old part and the reconstructed
section should not be as obvious as it is atpresent. Itis also certain that stone
was taken from the walls to build other structures, therefore it would be
acceptable to re-introduce stone from such structures provided that the general
shape, size and colour was the same as those already in the wall.

An observation was made by one of the earlier researchers in the 1960's, that
the walls themselves were built entirely from one type of stone, while stones of
a different colour and texture were built into the walls around the chief's seats.
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Figure 44  This wall is situated at the back of the musanda, and is thought to be
some of the earliest walling at Dzata 2. It shows rough coursing and is made from
different stone to that of the main walls. This should also be reconstructed
according to the guidelines given elsewhere.
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Figure 45 The other side of the same wall shown in the above photo, showing
its highly collapsed state. Stones in the front foreground and to the right of the
picture show the foundations of structures that have to be excavated and
identified.

e
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the rear of the musanda. These will also
rding fo the guidelines given.
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SECTION 4

MANAGING THE TSHIENDEULU RUINS

1. INTRODUCTION

Approximately two and a half kilometres south west of the village of Tshiendeulu, lie two sets
of stone walled ruins on the northern slope of Tshamilora hill. These are sometimes also
reférred to as the Dzata ruins and more specifically the upper Dzata Ruins or Dzata 1.

The two ruins lie about 150 metres apart, with the eastern ruin heavily covered in vegetation
which includes numerous large trees. The western ruin is more open, with vegetation limited

For purposes of discussion, the westerly ruin will be referred to as Tshiendeulu Ruin 1 and the
easterly ruin as Tshiendeulu Ruin 2.

was created. (See figure 50.) Great damage was done to the archaeological remains of
structures, houses and ash middens.

2. EVALUATING THE DAMAGE

Over the last thirty years, the walls of both main ruins have collapsed, with the walls of Ruin 2
showing greater deterioration than Ruin 1. The outlying walls have also suffered. These
statements are based on photographic evidence taken in 1973, and which has been compared
to photos taken in 2003. The damage can be ascribed to the following:

a) Road. This was a major source of damage to the sites as it was constructed without
any impact assessment being done, nor with an archaeologist being informed as to
what was planned. Presently, with a fence having been erected around the sites,
vehicles no longer drive up this road. The entrance gate is located along the road, thus
which now serves as the main pathway to Ruin 2.



Figure 50 An arial vie
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was taken before the protective fence was put up. Cattle and goat tracks are clearly visible.

1.

on

The main walled section, containing coursed walls, some of which stand over a meter in height.
Most, however, show signs of collapse.

Low secondary walling. The remains of a pot containing a ritual offering can be found hidden in
amongst a section of wall.

Low secondary walling within the yard of a homestead. Stone has been robbed for use in the
perimeter wall of the yard.

The road was scraped over large mound, which formed a 1% meter deep rubbish dump belonging
to the ruins period.

The road running between the walled areas. the remains of structures were scraped open here.
This road presently acts as the main pathway to Ruin 2.

The cleared area which was bulldozed as a parking area for vehicles.
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b) Vegetatio
are dislod

The outlined area (1)is the designated parking ground bulldozed by the
former Venda National Government Department of Tourism.

This is a large euphorbia tree together with other large trees in a section
of the ruin where damage is less extensive than at (3).

This area has some of the most damaged walls in the ruin. (See figures
52 and 53.)

The main entrance to the ruin. (See also photos 59 and 60.)

Modern agricuitural fields have been made on old terraces here. There
are not regularly used.

The top end of Ruin 1
Between points 5 ang 8, but above point 2, runs a rocky ridge, where

remains of structures, middens and other features can be found. These
will also have to be conserved.

rticularly trees, growing in the walls. As the trunks swell in size, stones
This leads to the shape of the wall being distorted, but more often leads

to partial collapse of a section of the wall. (Figures 52 and 53.)
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d) Damage by livestock. (

See figure 56.)

g purposes. This has happened more specifically
f Ruin 1 has lost Some stones as well,

g) Encroachment of |

ands onto the remains of the old vill
Ruin 2, where anc

ient low walls were cleared to create an area for figlds.

h) Erosion is taking place along the road leading into Ruin 1 and along the edges of the
parking lot adjacent to Ruin 2.

ages. This has occurred behind

ed, but have partially sunk in or eroded, and need
additional rehabilitation.
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Figure 57 Section of the walls of Tshiendeulu Ruin 1
be seen the encroachment of houses on to the area i
ruin. This is one of many similar homesteads.

L5

mmediately adjacent to the

. but have been disturbed. Areas like this will
nes of the Dzata Heritage Reserve.
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3) MANAGING THE RUINS i

Although it is intended that the Tshiendeulyu Ruins form part of the Dzata Heritage Reserve, all
decisions relating to their management will have to be done by committees in collaboration with
the Netshiendeulu Royal Family and the broader Tshiendeulu community. This is of paramount
importance as the Tshiendeulu people are traditionally responsible for looking after these ruins,
not only because they lie within the Tshiendeulu area, but out of the historical perspective as

well.
3.1 Recommendation

Formal discussion and liaison with the Tshiendeulu Community must be undertaken to ensure
the success of development, conservation and management of the Tshiendeulu Ruins and
surrounding area. There are two alternatives to achieve this.

1) A new steering committee for the Tshiendeulu part of the Dzata Heritage Reserve
project is brought into being; or

2) The Dzata Steering Committee forms a sub-committee to undertake this. Members of
the Netshiendeulu Royall Family or their representatives as well as representatives from
the Tshiendeulu Community must be members of this sub-committee.

For better overall unity of the project, the second alternative is recommended, namely that a
sub-committee be formed with members of the Tshiendeulu Community and tasked with the
development, conservation and management of the ruins and surrounding area. This sub-
committee would report back regularly to the Dzata Steering Committee at each of its meetings.

4) CONSERVATION AND REHABILITATION
The objectives of the conservation and rehabilitation plans for the sites are:

* retaining the integrity of the cultural landscape, so that development is limited, and
governed by clear policies:

* conserving the existing in situ deposits, walls and other archaeological features against
natural and human-induced erosion;

* protecting artefacts and features that have become exposed on the site surface; and
* completing the conservation and rehabilitation programme.

To achieve the above objectives, attention will have to be given to the following:

4.1 Settlement encroachment

Homesteads are gradually encroaching on the area that formed part of the villages associated
with both ruins. In addition some areas have been cleared for agricultural fields. It is not the
ideal situation to have slow but sure settlement encroachment take place, as this intrudes upon

the integrity of the sites.

Itis also an accepted principle for heritage sites that a buffer zone should be in place around
the sites. This zone softens the impact of development immediately around the heritage site,
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creating @ more enjoyable experience for touri,éés, as well as adding to the protection of the site.

The buffer zone around the ruins needs to be enlarged. By implication this means that the
existing homesteads that are immediately adjacent to the ruins should be relocated to an area

that is acceptable to all parties concerned.

4.1.1 Recommendations

a) Itis recommended that negotiations start with the local traditional leaders and the local
community about the objectives of the heritage reserve, and the need to protect the
broader archaeological environment prior to the declaration of the reserve.

b) On completion of the foregoing negotiations, new negotiations should start with the
families who will be relocated to ensure their cooperation and agreement to move to
areas of their choice (as agreed with the local traditional leaders). In the negotiations,
it must be made clear to them that compensation will be paid for the loss of buildings
and other structures, and assistance will be given with the move. Consultants should be

involved in this process.

shelter.

d) The basic principle must apply that the people who are required to move, should end up
being better off than they were before the move. This means that their conditions and
quality of life are better after the move, than they were before.

4.2 Removal of trees and other vegetation from walls
The vegetation falls basically into three categories, namely:

a) Grass and scrub growth
In most cases, this vegetation is to be kept, as it limits soil erosion. Exceptions would

be where any archaeological features have been uncovered, with the idea of showing

would include walls.

b) Bushes and small trees
Bushes and small trees that are presently growing in the walls would be judiciously cut

down to root level where possible. The remaining cut section would be Smeared with
a reputable, environmentally friendly, herbicide, and left to die. These stumps would

be left in position to rot.

C) Large trees with extensive root systems
It is these trees with their large, extended root systems that are the main cause of wall
collapse problems at Ruin 2. Itis recommended that a firm of professional tree cutters
are hiredto dothe necessary cutting down of selected trees to prevent further collapse
of the walls. This is of high priority.
N.B. The cutting is to be done with an archaeologist in attendance.
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4.3 Rebuilding and rehabilitation of walls, -

a) Ruin 1
The collapsed walls are to be rebuilt after the necessary removal of bushes and trees
has been done. Care must be taken to ensure that the same style of building is used

as was done in the original stonework.

b) Ruin 2
There are two phases of wall rebuilding at this site.

i) Firstly there are walls that can be rebuilt immediately once the necessary
permission and funding has been obtained. An example is the collapsed section
of wall next to the front entrance of Ruin 2.

iM Secondly, the rebuilding of certain other walls will be a medium to long term
process. This is because of the problems caused by the roots of the trees
embedded in the walls, and which would either have to be carefully removed. or
left to rot, before sustainable rebuilding can take place.

4.3.1 Procedures to be followed

a) In some cases, the damage caused by trees may be so great that stabitization of the
wall foundation by means of cement may have to be considered before rebuilding takes

place.

i) The stones in the section where destabilisation is evident, will have to be

iii) When the level of the wall foundation has been reached, an archaeological

a) All sections of the walls undergoing rebuilding must be properly mapped. It must be
clearly marked on the map which section of wall is which.

b) The section of wall as well as the immediate surroundings must be inspected to ensure
that no other damage may be done to adjacent structures or features.

c) Plant and tree growth is to be carefully removed. Where necessary, stones are to be
removed according to the correct procedures to ensure that the stumps of trees cannot
do further damage, or allow the wall to collapse once the stump or root system has

rotted away.

d) Vegetation, including tree stumps is to be poisoned with a suitable herbicide in order to
prevent regrowth.

&) During the process of breaking down and rebuilding, care will be taken not to damage
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any structures or features that are to be.found adjacent to the rebuilding. Such areas
will have extra protection placed around or over them.

f) All stones will placed on broad conveyor belting, and not on the ground, while the area
is being prepared for rebuilding. This is to prevent damage to any structures or
archaeological deposit that may be underlying the surface where work is being done.

g) lf stones that are in situ have to be removed from a wall, then these will be individually
and clearly marked and indicated as such on an accurate drawing, so that they can be
replaced in the same positions that they came from. Photographs will also be taken as

¢ additional verification.

h) A continuous photographic record must be kept of all steps taken during the work,
starting from the original status of the wall and its collapsed sections prior to any stones
being removed, and finishing with detailed shots of the final product.

i) If thought necessary, foundations may be strengthened to prevent or limit the future
collapse of any wall.

In all cases, detailed documentation of all steps taken in the rebuilding process must be done
by means of written descriptions, drawings and photographs. The use of earlier photographs
showing undamaged walls to guide the rebuilding process is essential to ensure areconstruction

that is as true to the original as possibie.

4.4 Rehabilitation of erosion areas
a) With the creation of a road through Ruin 1, new areas of erosion started, which need to

be stopped. The nature of the terrain is such that deep erosion gullies cannot form,
which in turn makes the standard method of rehabilitation using gabions useless and

unsightly.
It is suggested that

i) all gullies are filled with stones and soil which is to be brought in from elsewhere;

i) a type of local grass that gives good ground cover should be planted in and
around these areas to limit future erosion; and

iif) attention be given to diverting the flow of water from the hillside away from the
road.

b) The parking lot is a large, clear area that collects water, and creates sheet erosion.
Unfortunately there is little that can be done to slow this process down.

The options are:

* The planting of a type of local grass that gives good ground cover: and

* filling gullies with stones and soil which is to be brought in from elsewhere.
4.5 Rehabilitation of old Fish excavations

Warren Fish back-filled and covered his excavations, but erosion and settling of soil has partially
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4.7 Monitoring -
Monitoring must be done on a regular basis, and attention will have to be given to the following:

* Monthly inspection of the walls of both ruins, but in particular of Ruin 2, to see whether
any further collapse may have taken place.

* Checking all areas where erosion was controlled, to see if the measures taken are still
holding. If any further erosion is noted, then immediate counteracting steps must be

taken.

* Checking that no new vegetation is growing in the walls, and to carefully eradicate any
such growth using appropriate methods.

* The annual taking of photographs for comparison with the previous photos, to see what
changes have taken place, and to compensate for negative changes if necessary. Such
photos must always be taken from the same positions as the previous ones.

* Ifnew archaeological material can be seen eroding out, or existing material is in danger
of further damage, then an archaeologist must be contacted to come and make
recommendations as to what protective measures must be undertaken.

* All new information regarding changes must be properly documented.

5 THE PRESENTATION OF THE SITE TO VISITORS

5.1 Site Museum
It must be considered that not all visitors to the ruins will have visited the Dzata Museum and

be aware of the general history of the Tshiendeulu Ruins. It is therefore recommended that a
small museum be erected in which a more detailed history of both ruins can be given, as well

visitor's experience.

5.2 Explanatory Signage

was used would enhance the visitor's perception of that area. An example of this would be a
sketch of a chief sitting in the chief's seat at the point where the actual seat is visible in the wall
next to the main entrance to Ruin 2, or a drawing of the inside of the audience chamber where
the chief is in dialogue with a visitor who is prostrate on the floor in front of the chief.

6 TOURIST MANAGEMENT

6.1 Caretaker/guide

A permanent caretaker/guide should be appointed to look after the Tshiendeulu Ruins. This
Person would preferably be a community person and be knowledgeable about the local history
not only of the ruins, but of the Tshiendeulu area.
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A certain number of tourists would be brought.up from the Nzhelele Valley by four-wheel drive
vehicles driven by a guide and initially it was conceived in Dzata Steering Committee meetings
that this guide would also take tourists through the Tshiendeulu Ruins. However, this strategy
does not allow for hikers as well as visitors coming from the Tshiendeuly side, Therefore,

Negotiations will also have to be held with Chief Nkoneni Netshiendeulu about the role of the
guide. Visitors to the ruins have always stopped at the musanda to get permission to see the

The following buildings must be designed to fit into the environment, and need not necessarily
be placed where the present entrance gate to the ruins js now. The ticket office and thatched
shelter can abut, but the ablution block must be separate.

a) Ticket office
To control visitors to the site, a ticket office must be built close to the ruins. This office

must be large enough to include a smal| shop for selling refreshments.

b) Thatched Shelter
After visiting the site and purchasing refreshments, visitors will require a shaded area

in which to relax. Waste disposal bins must be provided.

c) Ablution Facilities
Ablution facilities with Sceptic tanks must be provided.

d) Water supply
A permanent water supply, preferably from a borehole, is a necessity for the

development.

6.3 Overnight Facilities for Hikers

The overnight amenities for hikers should contain the minimum facilities, and be self-catering
in terms of food. The level of luxury is open to discussion, but to a greater extent it js being
eXperienced that visitors are expecting more for their money. This means that the basics would

be:
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open poles. However, the house would be larger in size, and the inside be subdivided
to include toilet and shower facilities, with g hand basin.

* No electricity, but paraffin lamps (obviously this is open to discussion, but hikers are
frequently people who g0 camping and make use of gas or paraffin lamps):

* Communal kitchen;
* Individual braaing facilities for each house;
* Large communal braaing area for larger groups;

&



+ Pathways connecting the houses with the kitchen to be illuminated by paraffin lamps.

The possibility does exist, if circumstances warrant it, to enlarge and upgrade the facilities at g
later date to cater for additional persons who are not hikers

6.4 Distribution and utilization of funds acquired

Profits made from the ventures are to be ysed exclusively for the development of the
Tshiendeulu community.

Fees would be charged for:

* The guided tour of the ruins;

* The use of the overnight facilities:

* The use of the facilities by day visitors, for example, for braaing.
Arrangements would have to be made for 3 transfer of fees from the Dzata accounts to the
Tshiendeulu accounts, in the case of visitors who have paid an all inclusive fee for the 4x4 trip
up the mountain or the hiking trail and overnight accommodation.
7. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AT TSHIENDEULU

The broader Tshiendeulu area is relatively undisturbed, and could feature more prominently in
tourism, particularly in the development of hiking trails.

but with the political changes taking place in South Africa in 1993/1 994, the project never
reached the im plementation stage. This should be considered again, as an addition to the trail
coming up the mountain from the Dzata ruins.

The potential of this area needs to be further investigated and developed as part of a later stage
of the future development of the Dzata Heritage Reserve.
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DEVELOPMENT oF VISITOR AND STAFF FACILITIES

The development of adequate facilities is of paramount importance to the success of this
venture. All facilities and infrastructure are to be developed with the following in ming:

1.1

They must blend in with the environment, and have an “African” character on the exterior,
Where possible Venda symbolism should be built in as part of the decorative motifs.

They must be adequate for staff Numbers and increasing numbers of visitors for the
foreseeable futyre,

The development is taking place on an archaeological site, therefore for each step along
the path of devefopment, Proper assessments need to be done, ang the necessary permits
granted by the South African Heritage Resources Agency orits provincial counterpart, the
Limpopo Heritage Rescources Authority.

If any archaeological remains are found during construction, work Mmust stop immediately
in that

section, and an archaeologist called in to make an assessment ang
récommendation as to what must be done.

Entrance to the Museum, the Ruins and the Cultural Arena,

Figure 61 shows the details that are explained below.

1.

New Entrance Gate

The width of the entrance at jts narrow point must pe 2 metres, with the walls 2 metres
high and 60 centimetres wide.
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b) To the north and east of the access cﬁﬁtroi office, a new building (2a on the plan) will
be erected. The design must allow for g large covered verandah along the whole

* alecture hall, capable of seating a minimum of 60 persons, with the necessary audio-
visual facilities:

* offices and ablution facilities for the Curator and other members of staff;
° a cafeteria for serving tea, coffee and light meals for visitors: and

* additional toilet facilities for visitors.
of site for this building is such that it is off to one side to Create an area

The choice
within the museum ground that can be developed for visitors to sit and rest. It biocks
the view to the road ang Car park, creating a sense of isolation.

C) Landscaping and gardening is necessary to create a tranquil atmosphere where visitors
can sit and relax should they wish to, after being shown through the museum and
archaeological site. Quick growing indigenous trees must be planted to create shade.
Several thatched gazebos must also pe erected for shade in the initial period of

Terraced Seating

The sloping sides of the arena must pe terraced to allow seating to be built for Spectators
to attend cultural or other activities. A minimum of three, but preferably four terrace levels

must be built.

A flight of steps, two metres wide, connects the paved walkway with the terraces. Where
needed, handrails and other safety rails must installed.

Recommendation:

For points 2 and 3 above, it is récommended that the services of an architect are used to
ensure the proper design specifications and safety measures are achieved.

Paved Walkway and Stone Wall

The whole distance between the new visitor’s entrance to the existing hain entrance to the
museum building is to be Paved with grey cement bricks to match those that have been

used at the museum entrance.

the seating terrace rom the walkway. This will also help to control crowds during
festivals,



10.

t
-

Stone Wall and Wooden Pole Palisade Fence

New Access Road to Museum Site

This new road would link the existing gravel road with the new vehicle entrance gate. The
road must gravelled and compacted sufficiently to allow medium heavy-duty vehicles, such

as laden tipper trucks into the site.

New Vehicle Access Gate

With the closure of the present access gate, a new entrance for vehicles must be created..
This is below the Caretaker’s rondave| and toilets. This gate would also be used as an exit
gate for large numbers of visitors and participants to any cultural activities or festivities that
would be held in the cultural arena

New Chainlink Fence

ess into the Dzatg archaeological site at times when the gates may
be open, such as during cultural festivals.

This new fence will connect from the side of the ablution facilities to the existing fence. This
Is necessary to limit cc

* The parking lot must also have shade-giving trees planted, and the perimeter of the
area should have 3 variety of frees ang shrubs that would create avisual barrier, so that
the parked vehicles intrude less on the landscape.



11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

-
-

* Consideration must also be given to safeguarding vehicles that are left overnight, such
as those of persons who are on the hiking trail.

Speaker’s podium and seating for guests of honour

This is to be a covered stage with a covered extension standing out to the front, where
speakers will stand. The floor of the whole structure to be a minimum of 1,50 metres
above the level of the arena, but can be higher should the architect wish it to be so. This

* building must stand higher than the adjacent structures as this is to symbolize the status

of the king as leader when he attends ceremonies and festivals.

On either side of the Speaker’s podium, but clearly separated from them, are two ‘wings”
of covered seats. Each will have two tiers, and each tier must be wide enough to
accommodate chairs. The roof must extend sufficiently over the front to provide shade
to the seated guests during the winter months. These seatswould be used for chiefs and
other members of royal families and Special guests.

Recommendation:
The services of an architect should be acquired in the design of 11 and 12 above.

The section between the status wall and the furrow should be landscaped and additional
soil brought in to close Up areas that were graded leve| in the past.
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2. SECURITY OF RESERVE -

2.1 Perimeter fence

fence would follow the water furrow immediately below the museum building and cultyra] arena,
as was decided by the Dzata Steering Committee. |t will also show persons who have ignored
the moratorium on building within the restricted area that the development of the reserve is
being seriously viewed and that action is being taken. This will also limit the collection of wood
and prevent cattle from being driven into the mountain.

The second priority, would be the northern boundary at Tshiendeulu. While there is less
potential danger of damage here, some form of control will have to be exercised over the
grazing in the reserve area by cattle and goats. In addition, collection of firewood must be

The remaining fences would be erected as funding permits.

2.2 Main entrance

The northern entrance need not be large and fancy, and can possibly be incorporated in the
facilities built for visitors to the Tshiendeuly Dzata Ruins,
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Road to Dzata

Central security office with facilities for security guards.

Barrier gates

Stone walls, the interior surfac
symbols associated with Vend

Security fence

e of which can be tastefull
a tradition.
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All symbols should be carved from stone, even if animals are included.

The roof should be thatched and ext

end over the whole length of the building. In
front it must come down to meet the wal|.
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3. DEVELOPING THE CULTURAL VILLAGE AND OVERNIGHT FACILITIES

3.1 Introduction

funds can be generated is through acquiring cultural villages in which traditional dances will be
held.

To be successful, such a cultural village will require careful and thorough planning. It must be
emphasized that this part of the Dzata project should not be hurried.

Factors that need to be taken into account with the planning are the following:

3.1.1  Originality

The cultural village should not be a replica of other villages that exist or are being planned.
Therefore its layout and time period represented must be carefully chosen. It is suggested that
the period chosen should be about 100 to 150 years ago. The reason for this is that there are
photographs in existence of various villages, with details of houses and other structures. These

could be used to assist in creating the right atmosphere.

The village should not replicate what will be reconstructed at the Royal musanda either.
Care must be taken in the choice of cultural activities for presentation.

3.1.2 Authenticity

Everything that is presented in the village, must bear the stamp of authenticity in that it should
répresent the period portrayed, and not obviously be of recent origin. Thus care must be taken
inthe construction of houses, chicken coops, grain stores, etc. that these are accurate, not only
on shape and size, but with the materials used in construction that are visible to the naked eye.

Research will have to be done as to the different types of structures that would have been found
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in an early period village, what their placementwould have been in the village layout, and what
materials they would have been made of. Any rituals or taboos that need to be observed should
also form part of the construction of this village.

3.1.3 Presentation of crafts and skills

p
Kusel would be able to assist with the setting up of this as he did research on the
different forms of iron smelting, including that of the Vhavenda.

traditionally.

Because the amount of iron produced is unlikely to be sufficient to keep a smith

c) Tools and weapons
Linked to metalworking would be the manufacture of traditional tools and weapons.

d) Pottery
A woman who can manufacture high quality ceramic ware must be available to
produce ' I

preparation of clay, through the stages of manufacture and decoration to the final
baking of the product in the fire.

were more common in earlier times and are seldom seen today. Examples are the
beer pot (mvuvhelo) with two and sometimes three openings, or the “double pots”
Known as ngota and ngotana for water carrying and storage. The dish used by men
for washing (sambelo) was more highly decorated in the past than it is today.
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Another possibility for variation is t have the potter make replicas of the types of
Early Iron Age pottery that occur in the vicinity.

e) Wood carving

)

h)

i)

3.1.4

Woodcarving appears to be an art that is also disappearing. There several well-
known sculptors who are doing well out of their work, but this is centred on large
sculptures many of which are based on human figures. While this is acceptable, the
work done at the village should focus on the making of smaller items that are
intricately carved and decorated. Arrangements can be made with the artists
concerned, for larger sculptures to be sold on a commission basis.

Weaving, basketry and allied craftwork

A range of mats and baskets can be made, showing the tourist the different stages
of manufacture.

Traditional musical instruments

The tourist frequent only sees musical instruments as part of an ensemble used when
the various dances are performed. A section should be set aside where the visitor not
only sees the range of traditional instruments being made, but also can play on some
of them should they so wish. Percussion instruments like drums and xylophones
would be popular. The range should include all the types of stringed instruments,
thumb pianos, flutes, hand and leg rattles, the kudu horn (phalaphala) and any other
musical instruments. An itinerant singer (tshilombe) could also be on hand to

entertain.

Beadwork

Beadwork is not as common as it once was, and deserves to be reintroduced. It also
lends itself to be worked in with other themes, such as basketry.

Traditional doctor/ herbalist/ diviner

Such a person would always be of interest to tourists, because of the mystery
surrounding their profession. The different types of plants used for traditional
medicines could be displayed, explaining what they are used for.

Quality of manufacture

A point of concern is that often the items offered for sale to tourists are nothing more than
curios, i.e. something to remind them of places that they visited. Many of these curios have
little intrinsic value, being produced in quantity and not for quality and do not reflect the cultural

values of the people who made them.

One would like to see this rectified at Dzata, with products of high quality being offered for sale.
Such item should have an initial value which should increase over time. The artisans must be
proud of what they make, and become renown in their own right for this. This will instill pride
in the culture, and partly displace those who wish to make products of a poorer quality.
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3.1.5 Site for the cultural village

Several possible sites close to the museum building were considered, but did not fit the needs
for a cultural village based on traditional settiement layouts. Traditionally Venda villages of 100
or more years ago, were located along the sides of hills or mountains, with the royal family
placed at the highest part of the settlement.

To replicate such a village, means that there is only area that is suitable, namely the small hill
to the north west of the museum building. It is recommended that this area be used.

A map show where the cultural village and the
accommodation could be located.

Another reason for the choice of site s that it will be out of view of the parking area, and the
noise of vehicles will be less disturbing.

3.1.6 Transport to the culturaj Vilfage

A disadvantage of locating the cultural village at the hill, is the distance from the museum.
While it is possible to have a path leading to the village from the museum entrance, many
elderly people might find it too strenuous, particularly on a hot day. It is therefore preferable to
take people to that place by vehicle. For large groups would be taken there by bus, and a place
to tumn is necessary. This would have to be gravelled.
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3.1.7 Ablution facilities

Suitable ablution facilities are necessary, not only for the staff working here, but also for the
tourists.

3.1.8 Water supply

Water will have to be provided, and it is recommended that a borehole be drilled to supply the
needs of the cultural village and the proposed overnight facilities.

3.1.8 Kiosk

A small kiosk should be unobtrusively provided for tourists, as no doubt during the course of
a visit many will become thirsty.

3.2 Overnight facilities

The local community has been very insistent about the creation of overnight facilities for
tourists. Visions have been created that the Dzata Museum will attract many visitors, many of
whom would wish to stay overnight before moving on, and therefore the necessary lodgings

must be available.

The provision of such facilities is something that must be very seriously deliberated and
questions asked and answered. It must be remembered that building a lodge, chalets or other
facilities costs money, and the provisions of adequate services with a well-trained staff
expensive, and success will depend entirely on the numbers of pax booked in daily.

Some of the questions to be considered are:

* Does the present number of tourists visiting Dzata and the expected numbers in the
immediate future justify the expense of building overnight facilities?

* Given the numbers of lodges, chalets, resorts and hotels presently existing in the
general area, will there ever be a time in the future when the expenditure on creating
new accommodation will be justified? If so when will this be?

* Accommodation cannot be created only for times when there may be temporary booms
in tourism, such as for the 2010 Soccer World Cup.

* What is the format that the accommodation should take if it is found to be viable?

* Where should the accommodation be placed given the sensitivity of large parts of the
lower section of the Heritage Reserve? It should also be borne in mind, that the
present expansion of the neighbouring villages into the reserve area has damaged
much of the natural environment, and tourists who wish to have a “bush” experience
would not be attracted to Dzata.
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APPENDIX A

Another area where differences have originated and been perpetuated, relates to the availability of
printed material which is available for reading. Some of what has become Popularly available in
printed form for the masses, contains information that is not correct. Some of this incorrect
information has been passed on at schools. The late historian / ethnologist Wilfrig Phophi once said
that he himself was to blame for incorrect facts being taught at schools, as he had written text books
on Venda history, without cross-checking the accuracy of his informant's information. In later years,
he realized that much of what he written was incorrect, but was now being passed on as a “new”

Venda history. He spent much time trying to correct his earlier errors.
The following is the history as it is understood by informants today. It helps to iluminate some
inconsistencies in the past histories, but at the same time bring forward jts OWnN new ones.

Ithank Ms Ntshengendzeni Malimavhi for the research undertaken in compiling the following report.
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THE HISTORY OF DZAT.G‘: AS UNDERSTOOD IN THE
MODERN VENDA WORLD.

N.L. Malimavhi

1. INTRODUCTION

Sir Seretse Khama, former President of Botswana, in a speech given in May 1970, said that “A
nation without a past is a lost nation, and a people without a past is a people without a souf’. The
findings of this research will help to give special knowledge about the history and culture of a
particular nation, namely the Vhavenda. Each person should know where he or she comes from.

The research has been undertaken in the villages that are found in the Nzhelele area, under the
Mphephu territorial authority. The main villages where research was done are Tshiendeulu,
Khakhu, Dzanani, as well as several of the smaller, surrounding villages.

The research was conducted using people as key informants who have knowledge about the history
and culture of Dzata. The information was collected through oral interviews using a tape recorder.
[ have transcribed the information as given to me, leaving it to others to decide on its validity.

The results of the research were not satisfactory. People were not willing to share the little
knowledge that they had. It appeared as if people were afraid to talk. Most of the commoners that
| contacted referred me to Mr. Lalumbe at Dzata, saying that he was the only one who could officially

talk about Dzata.

1.1 The interviews
The following people were interviewed.
1.1.1 At Tshiendeulu

. Chief Nkoneni Netshiendeulu
. Khotsimunene Piet Netshiendeulu
. Khotsimunene John Netshiendeulu
. Mrs. Tshinakaho Netshiendeulu
& Tshililo Netshiendeulu

. Azwinndini Netshiendeulu

o Vhavenda Simon Netshiendeulu

s Vhavenda Thomas Netshiendeulu

1.1.2 At Dzanani

At Dzanani | interviewed Khotsimunene David Mphephu. He spoke much about the history of the
Masingo when they fought with the Afrikaners. We agreed to make another appointment;in which
he would elaborate on the culture of the Masingo. Since that day, he always told me he is busy.
Sometimes he would agree to meet me, but on the day of appointment he will drop me just like a

hot potato.

120



Other people that | interviewed are the following:

. Vhomakhadzi Matamele Tshiokhotho at Tshiswenda village. Hoping to get information because
she is from the chief house. She is the sister to the late chief P.R. Mphephu. Unfortunately she
does not have an idea or knowledge of the history of Dzata.

. Vhomakhadzi Phophi Mphephu Ramabulana, she did not have any thing to say either. She
referred me to vhomakhadzi Kutama Mphephu; | did not get any thing from her either.

. [was sent to many people who live at chief's kraal at Dzanani. They all refused to talk to me.
Some of them said they were afraid to talk as they do not want any trouble.

. | was also tried to interview Mr. Lalumbe. | called him three times, hoping to make an

appointment, but he always said he is a busy man. He promised to call me to make
arrangements when we should meet but never did this.

1.1.3 At Khakhu

At Khakhu village | interviewed Chief Makhado.

2. THE ORIGINS OF THE MASINGO
2.1 The Settlement of The Masingo And Vhatavhatsindi People

Chief Makhado said that, the chief's village at Dzata Nzhelele is referred to as Dzata ll. The people
came from Tshiendeulu known as Lwandali, from the chief Mmbwayapenga whom was also known
as chief Netshiendeulu. According to chief Makhado, the son of chief Dimbanyika, who was called
Dyambeu, built the chief's village at Nzhelele. After his father (Dimbanyika) passed away at
Tshiendeulu he moved to Nzhelele where he build his settlement. There was no other clan that
related to him except the Vhangona. These people moved from Tshiendeulu to Nhzelele in 1723.
He settled and ruled at Dzata until 1760. The Masingo arrived at Tshiendeulu in the year 1700, when

they crossed the Vhembe (Limpopo) River.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu said that the Tshiendeulu area was not occupied at that time. Velelambeu
(Dimbanyika) built the kraal himself with the help of his followers. He was shown or given the part
of the area by his uncle Mmbayapenga (Netshiendeulu) after he arrived at there.

Chief Nkoneni Netshiendeulu said that, when Netshiendeulu (Mmbwayapenga) came to occupy this
place (the present Tshiendeulu area), there were some people called Vhangona already living there.
They were also called «hathu vha zwidongo khundunf” meaning people who use traditional clay
bowls, being decorated on top of each. These bowls were small.

She (Chief Nkoneni Netshiendeulu ) said that, she had asked some of the elders who came to visit
several years ago with other people. She wanted to know when had the kraal on the top of the
mountain bean established. Unfortunately no one knows. The elders told the chief that it is difficult
to tell and it will need special machines to verify. She was told that the machines would show
something that looks like cattle’s horns. The horns have got some lines that are round, so the results
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on the machines would show some lines, and ‘definitely people will be able to know when these
places were established.

T. Netshiendeulu and Khotsimunene Piet Netshiendeulu said that at the time of Jan van
Riebeeck’s arrival in Cape Town in 1652, the \Vhatavhatsindi and other clans where already here in
the mountains. This suggests that the settlement occurred sometime around 1500AD.

2.2 Reasons for moving

Chief Makhado explained that the people were originally from Central Africa, and had settled at
Great Zimbabwe. Every nation has migrated from one destination to the other. The things that
caused the movements were most often wars, or when people were looking for food and searching
for animals. A series of such movements allowed these people to reach Zimbabwe and settled there
until they decided to move to another place, which was Tshiendeulu. After the death of king
Dimbanyika in the cave, his son, Dyambeu, decided to move again and settled in the Nzhelele

Valley.

Furthermore, he could not give good reasons to show why these people arrived at Tshiendeulu,
saying that in those days people moved from one to place to another because of hunting. If they
arrived at a particular area and found out that the area is rich with animals they stayed. They climbed
the mountains searching for the place where there were enough animals for them to kill and eat. The
king Dimbanyika and his followers decided to settle at Tshiendeulu and made it their new home. This
does not show if the Masingo and Netshiendeulu people are related to one another.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu gave a different version of their origin. She said that the Vhatavhatsindi were
settled at the big village of Dzata in Rhodesia today called Zimbabwe. This village was from Central
Africa (sic). The Vhatavhatsindi people are very secretive and did not like to be ruled over by their
grandson, Velelambeu (Dimbanyika). Mmbwayapenga (Netshiendeulu) did not like Velelambeu
because he was very cruel. Mmbwayapenga and his followers decided to move and cross the big
Vhembe River and settled at Lwandali (Tshiendeulu). Mmbwayapenga was nominated by his
followers to be their leader. He did not like this idea because he knew that he left the king
(Velelambeu) behind. After some time Velelambeu realized that there was no sign of his uncle,
Mmbwayapenga. Velelambeu then decided to track down Mmbwayapenga and followed the people’s
footprints and found where they had crossed the river. He followed their tracks and those of their
domestic animals until he found them at Lwandali (Tshiendeulu).

According to Tshililo, they lived together as uncle and grandson'. Mmbwayapenga lived on top of
the mountain and he gave his “grandson” an area where to live. Velelambeu build his village with his
followers and he decided to name his village Dzata. He used the stones from Dzata Zimbabwe to
build his village because he did not like the stones that were used by the Vhangona people.
Velelambeu and his followers settled at Tshiendeulu until his death.

It is said that the followers of Velelambeu (Dimbanyika ) migrated from Tshiendeulu to Nzhelele
Mitangahumani when they were told to do so by their king after he was trapped inside the cave.
Velelambeu told his people to leave immediately because the area was not safe for them. They were

! The informant used the term “grandson’, but as Mmbwayapenga was the brother of Velelambeu's
grandfather, this would make him the great nephew.
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told to leave every thing behind and shéuld not take anything with them, e.g. stones.
Mmbwayapenga and Velelambeu’'s people made an oath at the mountain that Mmbwayapenga

should guard Velelambeu's grave.

A king who is going to be chosen at Ramabulana will never meet face to face with the one elected
from the descendants of Mmbwayapenga. They were also told not invite any descendants of
Mmbwayapenga to cultivate lands of the descendents of chief Velelambeu.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu explained that for these reasons the name of Lwandali mountain was
changed to “Tshiendeulu’, which means a place where chiefs are buried. Today, “Tshiendeulu’
is the word mostly used by Venda royal people when referring to the graveyard of a Venda chief or

king.

2.3 The Death of King Dimbanyika

Khotsimunene David Mphephu said that Dimbanyika had a passion of hunting animals. One day
he decided to go out with his dogs. He was looking for rock rabbits.

Chief Makhado’s version of king Dimbanyika’s death in the cave also deals with hunting. It is
reputed to have happened like this.

Old people had a passion for hunting. One day the king together with his dogs went to hunt.
He heard his dogs barking inside a cave and thought there might be something in the cave.
He decided to follow the dogs inside the cave. Chief Makhado said it is difficult to know
whether the king’s dogs were male or female, but the knowledge that he has suggests that
male dogs are the ones that are strong and brave. When Dimbanyika entered the cave, a
rock slide took place and the king found himself trapped inside.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu said that Velelambeu (Dimbanyika) had three dogs named Mazwipalule,
Mutshena and Khwilivhala. Khwilivhala was a male dog and those other two were females. One day
he decided to visit his uncle at the mountain. On his way to his uncle he decided to hunt the rock
rabbit. As a hunter he knew that rock rabbits were mostly found in clefts and crevices where they
usually occurred in groups. The rock rabbits entered the cave and he followed them. He had not
gone far when the stones collapsed and closed the cave. There was no way out for him and his two
dogs. The third one, the dog named Khwilivhala, ran to get help in the village.

piet Netshiendeulu could not explain the meanings of the dogs’ names, because they were from
Zimbabwe. He said that when people at the village saw the dog coming, they knew that something
had happened to the king. They followed the dog until they reached the cave. They were shocked
to find that their king was trapped inside the cave with no way out. They had to call for
Mmbwayapenga because he was the “owner” of that cave. Unfortunately there was nothing that
Mmbwayapenga can do to save Velelambeu (Dimbanyika). He was left to die inside the cave.

All the informants at Tshiendeulu said that, the death of king Dimbanyika caused the problem,
because kings or chief from either family are not supposed to contact face to face, even today. If
they want to talk they communicate through telephones. )

David Mphephu also said that it is taboo for a Ramabulana king and a Netshiendeulu chief to
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communicate facing each other.
2.4 Possible Causes of Dimbanyika’s Death

Tshililo Netshiendeulu said that the Vhatavhatsindi always migrate with their traditional doctors. Even
when they arrived at Tshiendeulu, the traditional doctors were with them. The traditional doctors help
to explain what will happen in the future and other things. The Vhatavhatsindi had three traditional
doctors Tshidula, Nethengwe and another one whose hob was to help to defeat the enemies. When
they arrived at Tshiendeulu they decided to make Lwandali mountain the place where they would
worship their ancestors. No one was allowed to climb the mountain without Mmbwayapenga’s

permission.

Some of the Vhatavhatsindi dispersed into the country, but Mmbwayapenga decide to stay at the
mountain Lwandali. He used the mountain as his ancestral place, while others choose to use small
trees and lakes. Animals were also chosen. The purpose of using these things was to see to it that
people lived in peace and harmony, to protect them from any harm. Mmbwayapenga chose aleopard.
If there is something that is not going very well, that animal would appear, and Mmbwayapenga would
know that something is wrong. He would then know what to do.

Velelambeu was shown how things are done around the Lwandali (Tshiendeulu) area.
Mmbwayapenga favoured him, showing him around, telling him to obey and to respect the mountain,
and neither to hunt nor to visit him without his permission. Unfortunately Velelambeu never listened
and that is why he died in the cave.

Chief Makhado thought that Mmbwayapenga did not tell Dimbanyika that Lwandali mountain is a
sacred, ancestral place and that no one is allowed to hunt on the mountain. In his opinion, the
Netshiendeulu ancestors took Dimbanyika, because Dimbanyika did something to upset the those
ancestral spirits and there was no chance o rectify mistakes or maybe he took everything for granted
because of his pride in using the Ngomalungundu. In the olden days there were taboos. If it
happened that one crossed the taboo line he or she was punished. This shows that king Dimbanyika

upset some of the taboo conditions.
2.5 The reasons why Dimbanyika was not guarded

“There are some times when a person would like to be alone, or sometimes a person would just say
“ | will be coming back shortly. | am not going far.” So spoke Chief Makhado, implying that it was the
same that happened to Dimbanyika - he had decided to take a walk by himself. On his way, he saw
the wild animals and followed them into the cave. It was his bad luck that the rocky entrance
collapsed while he was inside. Fortunately his dog(s) was (were) clever enough to show villagers

where Dimbanyika was trapped.

In Piet Netshiendeulu’s opinion, it is true that a chief should be guarded, but Dimbanyika was a
passionate hunter. Like anybody else he sometimes needed to be alone. One can take an axe and
go into the mountain to chop firewood with out knowing what will happen. In the olden days, chiefs
did not always have any guards. It was not like today. Velelambeu did not have any idea that
something like that would happen where he was hunting in his uncle’s ancestral area. :
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3. RITUAL DRUMS

3.1 The Ngomalungundu Drum

Tshililo Netshiendeulu said that the drum rested on special poles, called “zwikoko”. “Zwikoko” are
made from short poles. Some poles are carved into a Y-shape, and others are placed on top of those
Y shaped sticks. It is here where they placed the drum Ngomalungundu safely. The number of
~wikoko used should be four or six, but mostly there are four. The sticks should be neatly worked off.

According to Piet Netshiendeulu, wherever this drum went, it was not supposed to be placed on the
ground but on top of the wooden frame called “zwikoko®. Were it to be placed on the ground, things
can go wrong. Many bad things could happen. It could bring diseases on earth, bad people could
enter the area without being noticed and destroy the land, or there could be evil spirits on earth.

Khotsimunene David Mphephu agreed that the drum had to placed ontop of a “zwikoko”. The sticks
were separated to make it possible for the drum to be placed on very carefully.

The drum was not allowed to be placed on the ground. They always traveled with special sticks in
order to place the drum on top of those sticks when they became tired of carrying it. The reason for
not placing the drum down was that the enemies would defeat them. The drum would lose its power

to conquer enemies. (Vhamusanda Makhado).

3.2 The Size of the Ngomalungundu

All informants agreed that no one knew exactly what was the size of the drum. Maybe it is because
no one was so curious at that time to measure the size of the drum. When the elders were asked,
they indicated that Ngomalungundu was not different from other drums that are also used in domba
and tshikona, in terms of measurements. The Vhavenda know that of the drums that are used in

domba and tshikona, the biggest ones (ngoma) look alike.

Khotsimunene Piet Netshiendeulu believed the Ngomalungundu drum to reputedly have been carried
by six people, thus one can imagine how big it was. The people used poles to carry it, three people
in front and again three people behind, with the drum in the middle.

Vhamusanda Makhado could not say how many people carried the drum, but one can imagine that

at least four to six people would have done this. The drum was very big. When one looks carefully
at the shape of a big Ngoma drum, it is obvious that neither one person nor two can carry the drum

alone - it would be too heavy for them to carry.
David Mphephu thought the Ngomalungundu had been carried by two people.

3.3 Function

David Mphephu said that, the main purpose of Ngomalungundu was to defeat the enemies. Three
people beat it. If they stopped beating the drum, enemies defeated them.

Vhamusanda Makhado said that to his knowledge, the Ngomalungundu drum was a weapon of the
Masingo. If they beat the drum all the enemies are destroyed. The drum was not used for activities
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such as shikona, madomba, misevhetho, etc. 1ts only function was to help to destroy the enemies.
He elaborated on similarities between the Ngomalungundu and the drum of the Israelites. Their
functions were the same. The Israelites’ drum was also not allowed to be placed on the ground, as
is the case of the Ngomalungundu. If they made such a mistake, the people would suffer the
consequences. He said that the Masingos, Romans and Arabians were together in Central Africa
when they were trading their goods. Both these tribes met in Central Africa and maybe they copied

or learn each other’s culture.

Piet Netshiendeulu also agreed that the drum’s function was to defeat or conquer the enemies. Once
it is beaten, the enemies would start to tremble. He also said that people’s hands played this drum.
These hands were the ones that helped to defeat the enemies. Those people who carried the drum

were not the ones who beat the drum.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu said that the Ngomalungundu’s function was very different to that of the other
drums. This drum worked like the Israelites’ drum, which they were told to carry and never put the
drum on ground. Ngomalungundu’s duty was also related to the Israelite’s drum. If people do not
follow the drum’s instructions, bad things can happen.

3.4 Where did the drum(s) come from?

Tshililo Netshiendeulu explained that when Dimbanyika and his people arrived at Lwandali
(Tshiendeulu), they did not have any drum with them. All the drums that were used and even the ones
that were on the mountain, were found by chief Mmbwayapenga himself in the courtyard when he
woke up one morning. He found the drums with the instructions on how to use them. Even the
Ngomalungundu drum came after the people had settled at Lwandali. Mmbwayapenga was not the
only person who discovered the drums. It is said that Mmbwayapenga was the first person to rule this
land but after his death other people followed him to govern the land. One of the people who followed
him was chief Tshidula. One of the versions says that Mmbwayapenga was given three drums, with
the instruction that those drums should be placed at the stone (grave) of Dimbanyika.

David Mphephu said that the Ngomalungundu came with the Masingo from Matongoni (Zimbabwe).

Piet Netshiendeulu alleged that nobody could tell who brought the drum to the (Soutpansberg)
mountains. It is believed that the ancestors of the chief were the ones who were responsible,
because the drum was found in the gateway one morning. It always happened that all the.drums were
found at the gateway; it was Mwali's work. Even today we do not know why these drums were called
by those given names. Only the people who sent the drums were the ones who had an idea why
those names were given. Names and where the drums appeared to the people were in one’s dreams.

All messages were sent in a dream.

3.5 Where is the drum presently?

Vhamusanda Makhado explained that the drum had been taken by the Afrikaners. Somebody did not
look after the drum properly, believing that nothing could ever happen on the drum. Unfortunately that
was the biggest mistake those people had ever made. The drum was taken from the Masingo’s hands
and it had no any power to save itself. There had been no time to hide the drum because the big
machines of the Afrikaners were busy shooting. Afrikaners soldiers took the Ngomalungundu away
and kept the drum at National Museum in Pretoria. If one needs to see the drum, it is there.
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Tshililo Netshiendeulu confirmed the story thatthe Afrikaners followed the drum when they heard
about the miracles it could do. Nobody knows where the drum was taken to. We only hear the
rumours, that say the drum was taken to Pretoria. Other rumours say that the Boers never took the
drum. What happened was that, the drum became pieces of a tree. It was impossible for them to take
the drum. The truth is no one kKNows where the drum is today, but what we pelieve is that; it might

have gone back from where it came from.

David Mphephu was of the opinion that the Boers did not take the drum at all. The Ngomatungundu
is not in a museum. That is just a rumour. The people who live at Lake Fundudzi and are called the
Vhatavhatsindi, took the drum. These people threw the drum into the lake. This happened during the
time when the Masingo were fighting with them. The Masingo were defeated, and the Vhatavhatsind

took the drum.
3.6 Other Ritual Drums

3.6.1 Tshirulu

Tshililo Netshiendeulu told the story of another drum, which followed the ngomaiungundu, and
appeared during chief Tshidula's reign?. This drum was @ beautiful drum. No one had ever seen a
more beautiful drum than that one. When there were thundershowers and thunderstorms, this drum

would remain clean. Nobody had to clean it.

Vhafuwi Nkoneni Netshiendeulu said that the drum, Tshirulu, was a small and beautiful drum with
many different decorations. Unfortunately she could not say what its size had been. In the olden days
women were using cow dung to decorate their traditional hut houses and courtyard, making different
decorations in the dung. They called these decorations “tshfphaswana”. The decorations on the
Tshirulu drum were similar to those decorations.

This drum was not supposed to be made from just any leather. The leather had to be taken from
cattle that were used for settling or paying fines. These cattle aré called vhutondo. This shows they
had specific leather from a specific cow or oX. This drum could not be used in activities such as
vhusha or domba, put only could only be used for used for special tshikona ceremonies. The place
where it was kept should be on top of something and it had to be placed up side down. Also when
they beat the drum, it should face downward. Before it is stored, it had to be covered for protection.

She went on to say that if the tshikona dance were to be performed as part of a rain making
ceremony, it is then that the drum is taken out for use. After the tshikona had been performed, one
would see dark clouds, and a short while later it would start to rain. This ceremony was done when
it was very hot and if the land was dry. This drum was used so that people could receive rain. Plants
that were dying would start to grow again.

She said that, pefore the tshikona dance is performed at Tshiendeulu, some of the people are sent
at Chief Tshikwatamba at Mamuhohi village to ask to allow the tshikona at the Tshikwatamba side
to be performed when it is very hot. Before the two groups of tshikona combine, the one from
Mamuhohi would perform for & week at their own place, and the following week they would join the
one at Tshiendeulu. thus on the 3t \week the two groups performed together.

_

2 This information could not be confirmed.



Tshililo Netshiendeulu confirmed the story thét the Afrikaners followed the drum when they heard
about the miracles it could do. Nobody knows where the drum was taken to. We only hear the
rumours, that say the drum was taken to Pretoria. Other rumours say that the Boers never fook the
drum. What happened was that, the drum became pieces of a tree. It was impossible for them to take
the drum. The truth is no one knows where the drum is today, but what we believe is that; it might

have gone back from where it came from.

David Mphephu was of the opinion that the Boers did not take the drum at all. The Ngomalungundu
is not in a museum. That is just a rumour. The people who live at Lake Fundudzi and are called the
Vhatavhatsindi, took the drum. These people threw the drum into the lake. This happened during the
time when the Masingo were fighting with them. The Masingo were defeated, and the Vhatavhatsindi

took the drum.
3.6 Other Ritual Drums

3.6.1 Tshirulu

Tshililo Netshiendeulu told the story of another drum, which followed the ngomalungundu, and
appeared during chief Tshidula's reign’. This drum was a beautiful drum. No one had ever seen a
more beautiful drum than that one. When there were thundershowers and thunderstorms, this drum

would remain clean. Nobody had fo clean it.

Vhafuwi Nkoneni Netshiendeulu said that the drum, Tshirulu, was a small and beautiful drum with
many different decorations. Unfortunately she could not say what its size had been. In the olden days
women were using cow dung to decorate their traditional hut houses and courtyard, making different
decorations in the dung. They called these decorations “fshiphaswana’. The decorations on the
Tshirulu drum were similar to those decorations.

This drum was not supposed to be made from just any leather. The leather had to be taken from
cattle that were used for settling or paying fines. These cattle are called vhufondo. This shows they
had specific leather from a specific cow or ox. This drum could not be used in activities such as
vhusha or domba, but only could only be used for used for special {shikona ceremonies. The place
where it was kept should be on top of something and it had to be placed up side down. Also when
they beat the drum, it should face downward. Before it is stored, it had to be covered for protection.

—
She went on to say that if the tshikona dance were to be performed as part of a rain making
ceremony, it is then that the drum is taken out for use. After the tshikona had been performed, one
would see dark clouds, and a short while later it would start to rain. This ceremony was done when
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The use of the tshirulu drum was at the tshikona only. It was not allowed to be used for other
traditional dances. The drum was helpful for making rain, not for defending people. The only one that
was used for defending people was the drum called Ngomalungundu.

3.6.2 Mutulagole

David Mphephu told me that there was another drum called Mutulagole. This drum was used mainly
during times of drought, and then only used for tshikona.

4, OTHER KINGS

4.1 Thohoyandou

David Mphephu said that Thohoyandou was the name given by the people to their leader. He did not
have any other name. This is sa because traditional names are mostly praise names. For example,
if a child is born in the family, they might call her “Tshinakaho” which means the beautiful thing does
not fast. Thohoyandou had his own way of praising himself. Thohoyandou was an uncle to Mpofu.
He was the acting chief (regent)because Mpofu was still very young at that time. Some guards told
him that the people out there were complaining, saying it is not fair for Thohoyandou as the uncle to
Mpofu to remain the chief. One night he took his followers and ran away. Thohoyandou did not do
anything wrong like other people who died and were buried. No one knows where he went. If
somebody claimed to know where Thohoyandou is, that person would be lying.

Some of the rumours suggest that he went back north, but one cannot be so sure where. David
Mphephu thinks that some of the Congolese are decendants of Thohoyandou. Other rumours say
he went to the Manwatu area; possibly the Manwatu people are also his descendants.

Vhamusanda Makhado explained that the name Thohoyandou could mean many things. He was
named Thohoyandou because he was a powerful person. This name means the head of an elephant.
This means that king Thohoyandou was the head of all the Masingo people. His parents gave him
the name and it suits him well because it really showed that he was a powerful person by the way he

governed the Venda nation.

Vhamusanda Makhado continued, saying that after Dyambeu passed away, Thohoyandou took over
and ruled his people for 39 years. He said that Dyambeu was Thohoyandou’s father. One day
Thohoyandou disappeared without telling his people what was the problem. Nobody knows where
he disappeared to, nor what made him to vanish like that without an explanation. It is said that he was

taken by the ancestors.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu had a different opinion and indicated that when people grew up, they usually
changed their names, having their own reasons for doing that. He said that Thohoyandou was the
name of a person who had renamed himself. His birth name was Phophi, a younger brother to
Velelambeu (Dimbanyika). After the death of Velelambeu, the person who was supposed to govern
the people was a woman, his daughter, Tshavhungwe. At that time a woman was not accepted as
chief ¢r king, and her brother was still very young. :

He said that during Phophi's (Thohoyandou) reign, some people considered him (Phophi) to be a
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witch, as he called himself ‘Thohoyandou, theho yo sala muvoni. One origin of thophi's use of the
name Thohoyandou is linked to a time when elephants entered the chief's village at Dzata (at
Tshiendeulu) and destroyed it. That is why he named himself Thohoyandou. Another version
suggests that Phophi was happy about his brother’s death and was celebrating it.

ne Piet Netshiendeulu told me that at that time, a spirit of hatred resided amongst the
hohoyandouy) chieftainship carefully, knowing that the time
would soon come for him to step down from the kingship. He also said that Thohoyandou got this
name because of the way he praised himself. The given name of Phophi disappeared and he became

famous under the name of Thohoyandou. Still today he is well known by this name. :

Khotsimune
people. They beganto watch Phophi's (T

Khotsimunene Piet Netshiendeulu went on to say that today nobody knows where Thohoyandou is
buried. Some people think he was warned by his guards that some of his own family members were
not happy with the way in which he continually praised himself, and that they plotted to remove him
from the chieftainship. Thohoyandou was unaware of what people was unaware of what was being
secretly planned. A short time after those who loved him, had warned him about the situation,

Thohoyandou disappeared and was never to be found.

Stories exist, stating that people traced Thohoyandou’s footprints to Zwavhumbwe hill. Other say
that his footprints stopped at the Vhembe (Limpopo) River. Another legend alleges Thohoyandou to
be “inside a bull's horn”, meaning that he changed appearance and went back to the north from

where his grandfather came.

All these versions of the disappearance of Thohoyandou can be interpreted that Thohoyandou did
not want the chieftainship to be taken from him by the people of his own blood. He therefore decided
to vanish, afraid that his people would kill him. There is a Venda idiom which says , “A stranger or a

foreigner is better than a relative”.

4.2 Phophi

Chief Makhado said that Phophi was the first person that started the clan of Rammbuda. Phophiwas
the son of Thohoyandou. He was the younger brother of Tshivhase (Raluswielo). Phophi was the first
chief of the Rammbuda clan. What made him migrate to Dzata Nzhelele was that after his father
Thohoyandou disappeared, there was a dispute in the family between his brothers. All of
Thohoyandou'’s sons wanted to be king. Phophi’s name was changed to Rammbuda. The reason for
this was because he used to chase rabbits and catch them with his own hands. People started to call
him Ramuvhuda which ended up as Rammbuda.

4.3 Dyambeu

Khotsimunene Mphephu said that Dyambeu was a chief and he was the son of Velelambeu. To
most of the people he was known as Velelambeu. Most of the Vhalemba says that, the word ‘vele’
should be added to the word ‘nnda’, which according to them means ‘venda'. It is indicated as this,
vele + nnda =venda. According to him, Velelambeu was the son of Chief Ntindime. Ntindime was
the son of Hwami. Dimbanyika was the son of Velelambeu, and Mpofu was also the son of
Dimbanyika. Mpofu was the father of Ramabulana, Ramabulana was the father of Makhado,
Makhado of Mphephu, Mphephu of George Mbulaheni. George Mbulaheni was the father of Patrick
Ramabulana Mphephu and last but not least P.R. Mphephu was the father of Toni Ramabulana

129



Mphephu.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu considered Dyambeu to be the father of Dimbanyika. Before Ve!efqmbe_u
became a chief, Dyambeu was the ruler. Dyambeu was the one who arrived at Dzata | with his
followers. He died there at Dzata I. It was then that his son Velelambeu became a king and called
himself Dimbanyika - a name that had been his grandfather's and who had died during one of the

migrations long ago.

5. THE STONE WALLS

Vhémusanda_Makhado stated that when one looked at stonewalls at Great Zimbabwe and compared
them to the stonewalls at Dzata Tshiendeulu and even the stonewalls at Dzata Nzhelele, it is clear
that all these stonewalls have the same origin. All stonewalls are from Zimbabwe. The Masingo who
arrived here carried those stones, and later after being settled they went back to Zimbabwe to collect
others. That is why the stones are not the same asthe stones, which are around Tshiendeulu and

Nzhelele.

He said that the stones symbolized a flag of the Masingo people. When Dyambeu moved to the other
side of Tshiendeulu, he took some of the stones with him to build his musanda. The other stones his
people went and collected them at Zimbabwe in order to increase the number of those that they took
at Tshiendeulu. He also said that during those days peopte had faith and believed in what they did.
When a person has faith they become strong and active. Those people had faith and listened to
their king, and they performed their work without grumbling.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu explained that her understanding of the history was that the followers of
Velelambeu(Dimabanyika) took stones from Zimbabwe to Dzata | at Tshiendeulu. It was done
throught he process called “Dzunde” which is a period of compulsory labour performed for a chief.
It took these people years to built the musanda. The stones were heavy but the people managed to
carry them from Zimbabwe to their new settlement.

He also said that he is not sure where the stones used at Dzata || came. One can just think that they
collected the stones somewhere. The beautiful ones that came from Zimbabwe are the ones that

were used at Dzata Tshiendeulu.

Mrs. Tshinakaho Netshiendeulu could not understand how people managed to carry those heavy
stones. She thought that perhaps the stones had moved by themselves, because at that time the
country was full of magical and miraculous happenings. The stones are still beautiful and one cannot
find similar ones around at Tshiendeuiu and places nearby.

David Mphephu disagreed, saying the stones from Zimbabwe were taken to the Dzata at Nzhelele.
They had been carried on their heads, as the people had no means of transport. He conceded that
it was possible for oxen to have been used, but did not think so as he did not think that the oxen could
have climbed the mountains carrying heavy things. When all things were considered, the people
must have taken two to three months of traveling to carry these stones. He did not know whether
these stones had a specific name, but thought it to be possible, as the traditional language spoken
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by the Masingo at the misanda is disappearing.®

6. THE DECLINE OF DZATA

Chief Makhado said that, after Thohoyandou disappeared or had died, there was a strife that took
place, between his sons, Mpofu, Raluswielo, Phophi and Ravhura. The bitter feud between these
children caused them to split up, the reason being that all of them wanted to be the next king.

Tshililo Netshiendeulu asserted that all Masingo chiefs living in Venda today can trace their origins
to Dzata in the Nzhelele Valley, from where they dispersed. These are the people whom today we
call Tshivhase, Rammbuda, Ramabulana, Davhana, Sinthumu_le and others. He agreed that the

7. FEELINGS OF PEOPLE TOWARDS THE RENOVATION OF DZATA IN THE NZHELELE
VALLEY.

The Ntshiendeulus feel sad when considering the idea of renovating Dzata Il (Nzhelele
Mitangahumani). The people who came with the idea of renovating Dzata Il should have considered
renovating the Dzata Ruins at Tshiendeulu first, because these are still in their original state. There
are no changes that have been made like at Dzata Il. There is some damage that was made by
cattle, goats and donkeys, but other than that it has not been changed at all.

¥

3 This musanda language is the language originally brought by the Masingo royal families from the western
part of Zimbabwe and is-very closely related to the Shona language dialect known as western Karanga. It once was
used as the language spoken only in the musanda and at meetings when the leaders did not wish other participants
to easily understand what was being said. It has gone into heavy decline in recent years.
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8.1 T'shiendeuiu

Mmbwayapenga. He got the name because of his bravery
Tshidula. He was so famouys by his poet which says >tshidula tsha musingadi

*  Matavhela
°  Tshidongo
. Tsumbewanamadunga

Nthangeni. People know him mostly by >oldman Netshienddeuiy= He was bling and knows

people by their Voices.
*  Nkoneni. She is the granddaughter of chief Nthangeni.

8.2 Dzata Nzhelele

The following chjefs or kings ruled the Masingo where they come from, They are

o Tshilume
. T-shikaiange

° Hwami

. Ntindime

o Belelamambo / Velelambey /Dyambey
. Dimbanyika

. Thohoyandoy

° Mpofy

. Ramabulang

° Makhado

o Mphephy

C George Mbulahenj

° Patrick Raamano Mphephy

o Tshimangadzo Dimbanyika

° Toni Peter Mphephu Ramabulang
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