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The Commission was appointed by the Executive Council of the Northern Province in
March, 1995.

The terms of reference are as follows

To investigate deeply the causes of witchcraft violence and ritual murders in the Northern
Province. '

To review all criminal cases related to witchcraft and ritual murder for the past ten years.
To recommend legislative measures to combat witchcraft violence and killings.

To recommend educational measures to be undertaken by government to combat
commission of criminal acts related to witchcraft.

The members of the Commission are as follews

Professor N.V. Ralushai (Chairman)

Retired Vice-principal, former Professor of Secial Anthropology & Ethnemusicelegy
(University of Venda). i

A consultant en the histery of the THULAMELA ARCHEOL®GICAL SITE (KRUGER
NATIONAL PARK),

Former Senior Associate Member, St. Antony’s College, Oxford University, Oxford,
United Kingdom.

Former history lecturer, Jos University, Jos, Nigeria.

Former Senior Lecturer & Head of Department, African Languages & Literature,
University of Botswana and Swaziland (Manzini Campus), Swaziland.

Pastor M.G. Masingi (Secretary of the Commission)

A retired magistrate.

Regional overseer of the Full Gospel Church of God in South Africa. (United
Assemblies, Northern Province),

Former Chairperson of Gazankulu Magistrates Association,

Deputy Chairman of.the Giyani Community Court assessors.
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as DLVENL Madiba (17 March 1993 - 6 July 1995)

Syswematc Theologian and Senior Lecturer in theological studies (Kwena Mole

College of Education},

- Vice-chairperson of the Northern province Council of Churches

Professor J.A. van den Heever

Professor in Criminad Law and Procedure. University of the North,

Advoente of the Suprente Cowrt of South frici,

the role of Traditional Leaders

_ Nember of the Research Group on
Mir T, Mathiba (17 March 1995 -6 Juiy 1995

st.Council of Traditonal Healers of S AL

sid

- Traditional He:

Mphaphuli

A retired Chiet Agriculral Olficer

(i J 1S

_ A Traditional Ruier.

Brigadier M.W. Mokwena

. Heud of Crime Combating and lnvestzaucns. (C.C.L)

S AP Service (Retired on 31, 07 . 1993 pbut continued 10 serve on the Commussion).

N PN, Vele Ndou

Attorney and former Advecate of the Supreme Court of South Africa.

Law Lesturer, University of Venda.

- Facilitator of the Constitutional Assembiv’s Censtitutio
Northern Province,

I Public Meetings for the

- Former chairman of Lawyers for Human Rights, Northern Provice.

- Community Mediator of the Independent Mediation Service of South Atrica
~ Panelist of the Land Reform National Mediaton Panel,

Panelist of the Independent Mediation Services of South A iration Panel
i QT

Mr D. Matabane
Former ANC Representative in Washington DC USA [979-]980
A Lawyer by training, member of Lawyer's Guild USA.

Former Directer, Malabane Business Assccition LSASA

The app ol s siated Lo be e O i y
appuintment was stated to be in terms of the Comumssion s Aot 1947 1At Ny, 8 of 1917

The Commussion was forrunate to procure the services of vy MG Muasingy 1o ranseribe
- * - VLRI ranseribe the
report of the Commission. In the Commission’s view, however, the keeprng of o prop ; r_
; R L > ALLPIRE UL proper reco
was .Q, prime importance for future reference in view of the subject mater qr._____ (_...ﬂ._ f .
Province as a whole. - o

Due to the vastness of the province, the diversity of the population. inaccessibility of

a5 he (i L . B M C ol some
areas and the time limit upon which the Commussion was to subnut the repaort, 1 o 1
vr the L P - L, L
that the Commissicn be divided into two groups which operated as follows;

tlecided

GROUP A

Professor N.V. Ralushai
Mr M.G. Masingi

Mr PN.V. Ndou

Mr MLE. Mphaphuti

This group operated in the north-eust part of the Province incl
Gazankulu homelands.

fermer Venda and

GROUP B

Professor J.A. van den Heever

Mr T.J. Mathiba ( 17 March 1995 - 6 July (995 )

Ms D. MWLM, Madiba (17 March 1993 - o‘_:".. _f._v_.;_
Brig. MW, Mokwna .

Mr D, Mataba: August 1995



wcluding the former Lebowa and paits

This group operated in areas south-west of Pictersburg
of Gazenkulu homeland.

Where the rate of violence was very high, the Commission decided to visit such arcus jointly

50 45 to enable the chairperson to ensure uniformity in the methods of research.
METHODS OF RESEARCH

The Commission conducted their research in the foliowing fashion:-

FIELD WORK

1 Definition of Terms

10 note that the people visited might atiach
linguistic, culteral and regional differences.

re giving a definition of terms. it i Impor
» words due t

Bef
ifferent connotations to the si

¢ ather gender

wludes reference to

reference (o one geden

rooses of this
« plural.

oo th

For pu

ared refe

sinonlar includes refercnce

DUMBA
A small hut built within the homestead for xinwanakaji. In some Tsonga traditional homes,
ning a small calabash of snuff, and a small horn containing medicine.
In some of these small huts whenever a family slavghters an animal, blood of such animal is
splashed in the hut and often even food and sorzhum beer are also taken (0 this hut. Even
maney is also placsd in this hut. They report to the xinwanakaji of any event . Xinw nakaji
huts are found in some Tsonga traditional doctors’ home. In the 1990s, many xinwanakaji huts
were destroyed by the so-called comnrades . If the owner does not have the ximwanakaji hat in
accordance with the expected traditional practices and beliefs, it is believed that the family may
suffer from misfortunes or bad luck and in some cases, family members may even die.

there is a small hut cont

HERBALIST
The ordinary |
and herbs. He claims no special relation to the spirits, but simp
muking use of divining bones.

halist is the person who can treal a disease based on his knowledge of roots
Iy dispenses his drugs without

MOLOT (N.SOTHO} / MULOYT (VENDA)/ NOYI (TSONGA)

The word moloi comes from the verb “loya” which means, to bewitch, and is attributed to those
people who through sheer malianancy. either consciously or subconsciously, employ

magical means o inf manner of evil on their fellow human beings Thev destroy
’ u diseuse or misfortunes, and cause death, often entirely without provocation, (@

property, b

herent craving for evil-doing.

MUSIEA (VENDA)Y LETSWA OR MOTS! IEKGA N.SOTHO) KUSIKELA

ainst At
» for the d

nee, emp!

the one held r

I or barm people

e

i hereaved person ag

MUTHZULUYMUSHONGA(VENDAYMURHI(TSONGA}

Muti generally means a tree or plant, but for our interpretation it means medicine. Al
muti is a Zulu word meaning medicine it is not generally used amongst the Northern Province
people, but because it is commonly used in the and in eourts, we luve therefore used i
for ritual murder cases which is usually referred to as mut killings or muti murders.

MUSWURU (VENDA) MHONDZO (TSONGA)

A substance mixed with water in a bowl is given to ea
becoming intoxicated by the mixture. is considered o
obsolete.

person by the diviner. He or she, when
b

_
¢ 2 oIS now

NWAMUSORO (TSONGA)

A diviner who does net use diviung bones, but finds the ¢

TSHIDOMBAMUNWE (VENDA) / SETOPANMONWANAINSOTHO 7 XIDOMBANI®
(TSONGA)
Wart on the index finger of a thief resul

frem musika (Sce de

TSHIGANAME (VENDA) / XIGANAMA {TSONG:
Deadly poison prepared from crocodile brain or hver and s
his back forthwith and dies. (Van Warmelo, Venda Dictionary P399y,

TSHIGOMA-MUTANDA (VENDA)/ XIGOMANTANDZA (TSONGA
ittle medicine — man of no account, mere herb

THANGU (VENDA) DITAOLA (N.SOTHO) TIHLOLO (TSONGA)
Divining dice. A set of divining dice may consist ol k
wooden pleces, etc,

anes ol annmals,

ZOMBI / SETLOTLWANE (N.SOTHOYXIDADIANI (TSONGA) MA-TUKWANE
(VENDA)

A zombi is a person who Is believed to have died, but because of the power of a witch, he is
esurrected, but he works for the person who has turned him into o zombi. To E_a.”n it
impossible for him to communicate with other people, the front part of his wngue is cut off so
that he cannot speak. ; ,

It is believed that he works at night only. It is also be
can leave his rurzl area and work 1o an urban areq, often
people he knows, he vanishes.

by the power of wicherafl, he

{from tus home, Whenever he meets

SEBONE (N.SOTHO) XIVONI (TSONGA)
A traditional healer or prophet who uses crushed and fermented leaves (roots) of o certain
plant. This fermentation has got an intoxicating effect. A clientis given this potion to drink :x
afterwards ordered to sit in the sun to hasten the process of intoxicati T

When he is intoxicated, he is taken into a dark ro
1 is ordered Lo Jook ar the cloth ©

¢ cloth pasted on

aown and not known to h




e is now in a state of hullucinaton. The healer or prophet then askcs him what he had seen on
the screen (clothy. The client then describes the people or animals. It 18 important (o note that
some of the pevple he describes are no longer alive.

Erom this observation the traditional healer or the prophet tells the client ¢
He has seen on the screen were the ones who had bewitched himn.

at the people that

Later on the client is given a purgative 1o cleanse out the effect of the substance that causes
ballucination. It is believed that if the effect of this hallucinating substance is not neutralised
the client becomes demented. This whole process is called the mirror or television system. All
the rmants interviewed mentioned that this is a new phenomenon.

This phenomenon is known around the following disticts: Bolobedu, Bushbuckridge,
Naphuno, Phalaborwa, Sekhukhuneland. Nebo, Thabamoopo, Bachum, Sekgosese,
Seshegn, etc.

[t is impoitant (o note that this phenomenon 1s not know in Venda.
Unstructured Interviews
On the whole, unstructured interviews were used and depending on the circumstances, pecple

were inlerviewed in groups or as individuals, Each group of the Commission interviewed inter
alia, representatives of the following structures:

CIVICS, TRADITIONAL HEALERS, PROPHETS, CHURCH LEADERS AND PASTORS
MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY, TRADITIONAL LEADERS, TL.C, SOCIAL
WORKERS. R.D.P. REPRESENTATIVES, NURSES, POLICE OFFICERS, SANCO, THE
MEDIA, TEACHERS, TRIBAL COUNCILLORS, COMMUNITY POLICE FORUMS,
DEVELOPMENT FORUMS, WOMEN'S LEAGUES, REPRESENTATIVES OF
POLITICAL PARTIES, REPRESENTATIVES OF YOUTH LEAGUES, S.R.C'S,

Some Problems Encountered in the Field

Although on the whele the Commission received co-operation from most of the police stations,
thers were however some areas in which the police did not inform the communities, or did not
inform them in time, of the scheduled meeting. The communication between the police and the
Community police forums leaves much to be desired. Some places did not even have
police forums

Commun

As with the interir report we aguin had the problem of not having had enough typists and
typewriters 10 assist us in the preparation of the final report, In some cases due to distance and
e Commission to meet the people s a single group.
the unas v of

“uribal” differences. it was impossible

The Commussion’s fleld work was
Lansp

beginning

solice dockets, alil

TN 0

ravrimal

notes were stolen at the fenced-in purking area of the Holiday Inn, Pi
November 1995. The loss of the above mentivned possessions caused i
we were not only inconvenienced, but lost vajuable information which cou | eved.
On the 14th December 1995, thieves broke into Mr P. Ndou's car in the sume fenced-in parking
of the Holiday Inn and forcibly removed his car radio. Again we were mconvenienced i
suffered materially, Finally on the 20th of December 19935, B ten Mokwena's
forcibly opened. His briefoase was damaged bevond repair.

g on the 20th
ble damuge as

i was also

Places and Organisations visited

FORMER GAZANKULU
Giyani Police Station

Giyani Police Headguarters
Mhala Police Station
Thulamahashe

Department of Justice, Givani
Giyani Traffic Departmen
Magistrate Offices, Giyant

Valdezia

Hexani

Jongilanga

Makhuva

Mabunda ( Ngove )

Shawela

Lulekani

Majeje 1

Majeje 2

Mudabula/Mulamula/Mukhots communities
Mavambe community

Shikundu community

Shigalo community

Gidjani community

haveni community

Madonsi community

Mutititi/Madonsi community
Mphambo/Shigamani community

Shiviti community
Hlaneki community
Nkuri/Siyandani commu
Vuyani/Msengi cormumnunity
Dzumeri community
Tiyani/Olifanishoek comnunity
Ritavi Police Station
Nkhensani community
Khomanani
Homu comt




Peace Rallies

Members of the Commission accompunied the M.E.C. to the following peace rallies:
Kromhoek - GaMakgotho (19 February 1593)

Sekhukhune (26 March 1993)

Bolobedu (9 April 1993)

Sekgosese (23 April 1993}

Namakgale (2 September 1993)

Givani (2 September 1993)

Thohoyandeu ( 14 October 1993)

../:.E_,._m_n__._:mOoEUn:GOm_._,

Rallies of Traditional Healers

Lebowakgomo Show Ground (24 June 1993}
Mphephu Resort (21 October 1993}
GaMolepo (21 October 1995)
Members of the Comumission including other
ies.

ictures participated in some of the above

mentioned ¢

Formal Meetings

| meetings at Head Office, Lebowakgomo and Thohoyandou

The Commussion has held sever

to discuss logistics, precedures, programmes and progress of its functions.

Participation by Non-Governmental Structures

s with the tollowing non-

Since the time ol inception, the Commission
wpvernmental structures:-

| Help-Age [nternational

2. Northern Province Council of Churches (SACCY

3. Bishops and theologiuns in the Province
These orzanisations assisted victims of witcheratt.

Questions and Answers on the Witcheraft Theme
Unstructured interviews were conducted with the view of gathering information on the
following questions:

DOES WITCHCRAFT EXIST

The overwhelming majority of the people interviewed m both u

in witcheralt.

ans mainline ”,:.5 ind

ywever, amongst the thec

wera some who 2

urches. (b
ple and it s not

cban and rural areas still believe.

Aly exasts i he minds of

Reasons for believing in witcheraft were bused on the following:

Some informants, to streagthen their argument for the belief in wich
to the scriptures: Exodus 22:18, Deuteronomy 18:10-11, Acts 8:18-20

. made reference

Others, especially scholars who have read William Shakespeare’s Macheth, stronaly ar
that Shakespeare would not have referred to witches if they did :o,_ r, “,9“_ ; Sz_n w,_..:m:aa
They argued that since time immemorial witcheraft hus been in existence and < :o,; r.r;x.
is no reason why they should not believe in it. Ristence aad therefore these

The fact that all Africans historically believed in witcher
regarded witchcratt as an integral part of our lives.

indicates that our fore

Many young people, especially students, attribute unexpected illness to witcheraft, [

n\/..uan_m. during examunation time, some students sutfer from ﬁu_z:_a:._,r, _,E_:.S.,_:ur\#E:. __9.
U_:za:nmv.. The students would argue as follows: Why does this happen h_,__ , _.aF . m.__.am::
time only? This means that a jealous neighbour or relutive whose ”__ _::E_, w,«:‘.:E::.“E
well at school (s behind this unexpected illness. R
C:wlzm of life threatening statements, such us “You will nor vee the semme of =
waii :\..;ms rains start”. By coincidence it might huppen that o mu 15 ,ﬁ.:__ ._M m.__ _h.:c il 1
killed in a motor accident. For exaumnple a student at Dinge Village .:._.:Fh ﬁp_ﬂw ’ _m:::.:m .cﬁ
Eum.ﬁranunn:ma by an old man that he would be struck by :ms:m gan .:_c c .W::..M_Mn e
1995. Lightning indeed struck the hut in which the .Eqmar.:nm cc, [t ,C ou__ . c.,&:éﬁ
Hmammg to run out despite the fact that the hut was totally destroyed M: wfﬁ v_ﬁ_wr_u_:.u_. He
November 1995, lightning again struck a friend’s hut where the same _5 ¢ _S.M r,_: .:‘H z.d_(.,_ Ltk
Both Bm_zmmnm to escape although the hut was totally destroyved. :nu fo _Mo:m.: ﬁ_a_:mﬁ
commupnity met at the headman's kraal where both incidents e_mc_.n discussed ,1:.w A,Q -
the old man who had uttered the threat was mentioned. It was decided _,_. .._ e :L._za of
should leave the arca. The man is now under police protection % Z oy

miulele,

H Aot ' o 3 H
The question may be asked whether a community that still sirongly believes in witcheraf
- Fare 3 o1 s ¥ i ¢ z—|. m
can be blamed for insisting that the old man, who had made the threat, shoul o
removed from the area. Al

WHAT IS YOUR PERCEPTION OF MOLOT (N, SOTHO ;
: - ! i | 1Y, o HO1 7 MUL (VI Ty
{TSONGA) (For definition of MOLOI see page 4} —— FARR) ROV

>.Zo_9 destroys property, brings disease of, or misfortune, and causes death. o
without provocation, to satisfy his inherent craving for evil doing o

}a example of a person who acts without provocation to satisfy her inherent cravine f i
doing: A few years ago an old lady was caught at Vhufulj E:Ew: away fr ; ﬂu,ufum - a<,__
homestead. She was only partially dressed. When asked what m_”m; W ,..n._ﬁ.c_B#E nn_w_EEE .
so late at night, she replied as follows: We were gotng to a certwin pln :, r _L_ PP lowe
eate, unforiunately I overslept and decided 1o enter thi "
coming and er- ¢ wan § homestead was o canse |
VEIY SOV svand of the preznant woman ! :

Latthis man's




FORMER LEB OWA

Seshego
Rloud River - Motetji

Mmotong - Wolatjl
Mokgokons - Moleyi

Moleyi - woshate

GaPiet - Moletji )

Helena Trust Farm - Moletjt
Galabitsela - violett

?E:p L Wloshate - Tribal Authority
satlala - Viaktontein Polics Staten
- Makgabeng ¢ Community

Eau U‘?_
Pelice Station

_Hm:,_,sa
Zebediela - -Hlakane
winletlane - Mloshate
wioletlane Tribal Aunthority
Sebuyeng
gplomondale - ikgule
Rotlokoa - O.%Es_owao_u;
Botlokoa - GaMachaka
Bushbuckridae
Acornhoek
wlashashane - Moshat
Kwena Moloto € o:mup of Education
TR
St Engenas Z.C. LG
Malebogo Tribal Authorivy
Kibi Tribal Autherity
De Vrede - GaMabelebele
Kromhoek - Gahlakgato
Swuzing - GaMalebogo
GaMaja
5t Johas Apostolic Church
ANLE. Zion
Leboeng ATEL
Newlands
igoanamiago - yolepo Ared
74 Dithlopaneng - Molepo Ared
Gavimarebu - Molepo
(GaManaki - wviolepo Ared

GuChuene

Segopje
GaMolepo
GaMlothapo
Muokotopong
GaMlametja
GaMothiba
GaMogoboya
Mapela
Galekalakala
Bavaria
GaMakhushane
GaSekgopo
GaSeloane
Mokopane
Sekgosese
GaSeleka
hahameny
GuShengoane
GaMlathabatha
Mafefe
Pietersburg - Z.C.C. menibers
Gal etsoalo
GaLedwaba
GaMatseke
GaMaraba
Lenyenye Town
Namakgale Town
Kgwelkgwe High School
Rathaga Primary School
Masopha High School
Kheale High Scheol
Sekgosese College of Education
GaSelwane (Namakgale District)
Gatauyatswala
Mahwelereng Town
Mankweng Town
GaSeleka
Bakenberg
Tubatse (Praktiseer) area
Jane Furse Area
Nebo (Pokoane) Area
Motetema Area
Sakhukhune Area (Schooncord)

FORMER TPA
Commussion nen Affairs
Affa

Cominis




for this evil deed” She answered: 7 om ver, ver sorey, Tean honesty asure vou that / will noy

reppeal s, oul penenber i

20t cause mischiet in the tamily agwa, the 083 families lived in peace azan until the obl ldy

e

sevond ane control, Ay she fnad assured the family that she would

Q

ENMDER OF MOLOI

1 ; i practising witcheraft, but {from vur
i ings or purzes, This 15 corroborated

pril 1994 - 16 Fzbroary (903 97 females and 46

males werz killed us a result of witcheralt dcsusaions.

ivesiizatons. makes were RIETOR
b the polics statisucs {or the peviod st

t

T all the wemns the Commissivn visiied, respondents gave the toilowing reusens for wilehural
aoLsiions

LR ambe P2 oare more female than maie witches.

F % !

aveued thal wome qen vncs thetr sing hove reached

)| of the fanuly

e cases inowhich hushands L e wees as

intain.

NN WO ME

-, uve TOMCET
geriorming
mother of those children wie are periormin
father ot her children.

'
n

It s theraforz nol surprising that women iach their daughters
caft practices (oefoi), The Venda go to the extent of saving: {women wre wirches and
e are swiviiinbii]; [ Viasaezi i Vil vhunna ndi Dwiviiniill

wile

THE USUAL AGE OF PEQPLE 'WHO PRACTICE WITCHCRAFT

Found some e cases of femaies aged below 20 wears

Altho ym the police recouds

having been accused of practising witcheraft, on the whole i our findings. ages of witches sl
from 20 ve

rests her baby whether he could e d witch or not. as loliows:

apd above Lt is however, important (o note that at o very ey stage a mether

¢ Dby 15 wi against the wall ¢

us {0 e Will, suen 3 buby Wil grow
Wl

rehand will remain aaiien

fien he grows up.

Aol in g posttion

o conirol s witcheralt pr

Men whe are
i

e with femalex i thetr

withotit o

o et i

WITCHCRAFT ACQUIRED BY USING MEDICINE: BOLOI BJA GO REKWA
(N.SOTHO) WULOYTBYO XAVA (TSONGA) VHULOI HA URENGA (VENDA)

Here knowledge of causing evil or misfortunes or death is usually nol inherited trom parents

but “bought” from 2 traditional healer, e.g. iruditional healers muay give u person Xiganama
(Tsonga), Tshigananme (Venda), Sekanamd (N.Sothok: deadly poson prepared from crocodile
brain or liver, and so-called because the victimy falis on his back forthwith and dies. (Van

Warmelo, Venda dictionary, P 399).
AT WHICH PLACES DID KILLINGS OF BALOI TAKE PLACE

The burning of the so-called witches usually takes place at home, or on route when trying to
flee. or suspects are taken (0 the veld where they are killed.

WHO ARE USUALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GLLING OF MOLOL

In general the community is responsible for the killing of witches, but the youth who e ¢t fed

are in the forefront. Note' ages of the aeicsed ranges between L= 38 vears. Most
espondents said  that the youth are peanipulured by adudts and niemhers of political

orzanisations who wanted the countiv o be wigos ermahle.

One of the reasons why the youth are aasily used by adults and poliical o1gunisanons i tha
they know that such juvenile offenders would he treated lighty by the courts becanse of thew
youthfulness.

WHY DOES A GROUP OF PEOPLE PARTICIPATE IN THE KILLINGS

According lo the percepuon of the youth. they are protecting the community as raditional or
wribal courts are ne Jonger allowed to try people accused of practising witcheraft For example.
at Mabitsela a young high school student said that ever since they killed people cousing
lightning, nobody has veen struck by lightning; and it Purk Hotel, Polgietersrus, 2 young
steward when asked whether it Wis right to kill witches, answered as follows: “what do vou do
when you have cockroaches in the house? You kill them"

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE RIGHTS, POSITION, POSSESSIONS, AND FAMILY OF
THESE PEOPLE WHO ARE ACCUSED OF PRACTISING WITCHCRAFT (BOLOD

The rights of such a person aré affected for example, when he mests members of the
community, the remark is made mat “here is a witch” or else people try to avoid him. His
possessions are usually destroyed. In nnu_,,,:/;ws_aa.f the so-called witch is separated from
his family unit. In some extreme cases, people, are forced to go and Tive at places demarcated
for witches (Baloi): For example: Helena Trust Earmy: Phola Park in Acornhoek: Madala Police
Station near Vlakfontein At Gilead, children of witches are prevented from attending school
and the families are under police guard: in Venda, the late President Patrick Mehephu banished

some so-called witches to a village ¢ fled Tshitwi: i the former Guzankulu, sanie witches were

banned to the alani Village in Givani dist



ects of witcheraft practices are forced to accompany a

Furthermore in some Cises. SUSP
a4 Mungoma (diviner) to find out whether the

delegation appointed by the chief to consult
s guilty of practising witeherait.

suspes

here Was No LRARLmity on winat should be done to the perpeirators of witcheraft killings,
Some of the respondents. especinlly adults. said that they should be hunged or given life
iimprisonment. whilst others (mostly the youth) felt sueh people must 80 free because they have

killed witches.

at even their children should not be spared. because
killing, This is ernphasized in e saving of the Tsonga,
le who were intesviewed: Northern Sotho - Noga g
ci naXinvokanu

rent of sayi

They even went o an
snakes, regardless of age. arc capuble of
Venda and Northern Sothe-3 seaking peop
¢, whether s

¢ bigy. Tsongi “Nvoka ¢

et nooand. Al s
and Venda - Nowd d el

ARE THE POLICE USUALLY MADE AWARE OF ALL WITCH KILLINGS

n the past ten years, net atl the cases wers

I5 all incidents of witeherait kitlings which oceul ad |
ué___nuw,c:.n.,:

[ victimization.

reported 0

e following reasons
lowing ren

hut because of L

e of Wil

il

On the whole the polics wer? nlde awe
their work was often made less effective
1. Lack of transport @ It18 quit sme police stations o find the police being

¢ common in 0
unable o investigate the repori

»d complaint in time.

ts have to wavel from el places of residence 1o the nearest

Vast distances @ Comp
2 1o Lenyenye police stauon which is 80-90 kilometres away.

police sration .g. MNaphuno -
These people do not have d of communication, such s telephones. t

[

quate means
and buses.

Leid ut the height of the 1990 crists, some people were
4s such stations were generatly

[¥F]

Apartheid © Because uf Ap
Jdiscouraged to report 0 the nearest police stations
reserved (o serve mainly white populated are3s, for example. people of Tshakhuma.
tometers from the Levubu police station, had to report theit
1, about 13 kilometers away.

which is about two and half b
cazes at Vuwani police st
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' H cify part } P
(by In rital killings we found that peoplie who identify parts to be used for

medical purposes.

WHAT ROLE. [F ANY, HAVE CHURCHES PLAYED REGARDING THE BELIEF IN
WITCHCRAFT

craft, but

The missionaries in the main line churches have always condemned believing in wite
some African independent of 7ionist churches beiteve in witcheraft practices. N
It is important to note that there are places where Zionist or prophets also practice as traditionai
i v for example, Venda, Phalaborwa, Bushbuckridge, Mokerong 3 district. etc.

ne:

WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, DID POLITICS PLAY IN THESE WITCHCRAFT RELATED
KILLINGS OR IN RITUAL KILLINGS

In order o discredit some traditional leaders, and former homeland governments (especial
Verda) the opposition ligeraticn movements accused members of the ruling party as

being the cause of so-called witcheratt and

| murders.

covernment SUPPOrLErS started to spread

Shortly before the coup (3441990, some
the _.H:.,.J.c:_..m that the late 5 President Mrhephu had been turned into o zombiz (tukn : To
those Venda people who were still largely raditonalist at heart and _.:_aa_i supporters of %.a
late Presicent Mphephu, this was une of the factors which made some of them to support anti-

c

homeland parties.

DO THE COURTS DEAL WITH ACCUSATIONS OF WITCHCRAFT KILLINGS /
RITUAL MURDERS

{ons of witcheralt lkaling and ritual murders, however, there

Yes. the courts do deal w
are several problems:

(ay  Witnesses are very often reluctant 1o testify,
by Traditional doctors whe sniffed out the so-called witches are ravely prosecuted;
(¢c; Itisalsodi icult to build up a strong Case against them;

(dy Police incompetency during the investigation often jeopardize the prosecution of cases,

(¢) Judicial officials are not cxposed enough in cases of this nature;

in the method of sentencing.

There is often dispa

SHOULD PEQPLE CHARGED WITH THESE OFFENCES BE ALLOWED LEGAL
REPRESENTATION

with legal represeniation for peaple who
nity the ves in witcheraft, Killers of
] (] Iy 1 At » o
witches and swhy b a8 s. to pay far the ,cmpw

SHOULD THE LOCAL PEOPLE BE FORCED TO CONTRIBUTE MONEY EITHER TO
CONSULT AN INYANGA OR A LAWYER

The local people should not be torced to contribute money. However,
there were witcheraft related incidents, the youth often forced the commu
contributions for consulting.

some places whenever
ity involved to make

1S THERE ANYTHING DONE TO THE PERPETRATORS OF WITCH-KILLINGS

Nothing is done by the community to the perpetralors of wiich
heroes and protectors of their respective communities.

. They are often seen as

WHAT MUST HAPPEN OR BE DONE TO PEOPLE CONVICTED OF RITUAL
MURDER

The majority of people interviewed favoured capital pu
nurder. But because capital punishment has been abe
should at least be sentenced to prison for hile.

1ent tor people convicted
R By % r
hedd the people felt that such offenders

ARE COMMUNITIES SATISFIED WITH THE SENTENCES METED OUT BY THE
COURTS FOR WITCHCRAFT RELATED KILLINGS AND RITUAL MURDERS

Some communities felt that the co
{See Appendix 2 — Court cases).

e oo len

1ocomes o

Henees meted vl

Questions and Answers on Statistics

HOW MANY PEOPLE WERE KILLED [N YOUR AREA OR COMMUNITY SINCE 1953
BECAUSE THEY WERE BELIEVED TO BE WITCHES WIZARDS OR RITUAL
MURDERERS (SEE ABOVE!.

The Commission had tried its utmost best to get reliable f1gures from the different communities
we had interviewed. For various reasons these figures are not reliabte, for example, accor
to the number of people killed given by the communities inerviewed in the former 1 cbowa,
during the period 1085-1995 only 93 people were killed in witcheratt rekuted or ritnal killings.
The figures for the same period given by respondents in the former Gazankulu were 57
witcheraft related and 52 ritval killings. The official statistics obtained {rom the records of the
former Lebowa police on the other hand, showed that 317 witeh
reported during that period.

trelated killings were

We suspect that the following might be some of the reas
reluctant to give us the correct figures.

why the comimun 2

1. Fear of victimisation:

(a) Some respendents fear v oallapets of

ritwal




tit

by identifying killers or the number of people Killed. they

(b Respondents also feared t
too could pe killed or victimised.

I

¢)  Some respondents nught have wronely thought that members of the Commissicn could
(e, ! uh aly g

inform the polics who the Killers wers.
General Questions on Witcherait
DO YOU BELIEVE THAT IN CASES INVOLVING WITCECRAFT. THERE IS

USUALLY A CONNIVANCE BETWEEN THE TRADITIONAL HEALER AND TH
TRADITIONAL LEADER

rn

jewed pelieve that in cases of witcheralt

The majonty of people inte
snivance between the traditonal heal

WIHOM DO YOU THINK [S RESPONSIELE FOR THE KILLING OF vm,ovw.m WHO .
ARE ACCUSED OF PRACTISING WITCHCRAFT (Brieny 2as0ns for your answers)

e

=

litional hewle
jonal leader

S
tra 5
1) busimess people
1d1 prominent people
{ev  the vouth

= : s — . il bR hatt A

(1 Assniffing out of wilches is done by wraditional healers, most people think that they are
responsible for the kiliing of witches, B i

i) [t is believed that there is usually conpivance between traditional leaders and traditional

healers,

Business/prominent pet

; : Tt by tha npg " i S ueiith sirss valved
{2} The following reasons were Ziven by the people mterviewed why the youtd ure in volve

. Accordine to the Youth Commission, the youth are put in the forefront by the
v peonle. This is also supported by our field work investizutions.

. Some of the people

perviewed maintuned that many voung people often act
violently when th i

fand d

lnencad hv what was happening in urban areas where the youth
i g of political undesirables e.g. informers, pro-

. Thev were :
were in th
ns, they were seen as heroes.

governi

se il is comr o knowledge that age 15 @

.0 their age would be

[F ONE OF YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS IS
SHOULD HE OR SHE BE KILLED

ACCUSED OF PRACTISING WITCHCORAFT

The majority of the people interviewed
practising witcheraft he or she should aor be killed.

TF ONE CF YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS IS ACCUSED QOF PRACT
SHOULD HE BE REMOVED TO A SECLUDED AREA

SING WITCHCRAFET

The majority of the people interviewed were of the opl
not be removed to a secluded aren.

WHAT DO YOU THINK SHOULD BE DONE TO E;

(a)  The K g of Witches
The traditionalists were of the opinion (!
traditional courts should again be empowered

a wilchereal) ¢

ving smitfed out o witely,

Ritual Murders
According Lo the people interviewed the only
capital punishment on people convicted,

The Question of Displaced People

Are there people of your commu
thers are:

ity who have sought refure

the loe

i How many?
2. Who ure they?

The following people have sought refuce

e o ing

HELENA TRUST FARM

1. LEBOHO JACK
MALE
31 YEARS

1. LEBOHO DUBA LR.

FEMALE
70 YEARS
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LEBOHO FRANCE
MALE
30 YEARS

LEBOHO ROBERT
MALE
30 YEARS

LEBOHO ANNAH
FEMALE
23 YEARS

LEBOHO CHUENE
MALE
12 YEARS

LEBOHO MARTINA
FEMALE
40 YEARS

LEBOHO DANIEL
MALE
37 YEARS

LEBOHO GRACE
FEMALE
32 YEARS

LEBOHO GLADYS
FEMALE
16 YEARS

LEBOHO CONSTATIA
FEMALE
15 YEARS

LEEOBO PORTIA
FEMALE
11 YEARS

LEBOHO IGNITIUS
FEMALE
8 YEARS

SEMENYA HILDA
FEMALE
30 YEARS

SEMENYA ADOLPHINA
FEMALE
16 YEARS

SEMENYA JUNIUS
MALE
14 YEARS

SEMENYA TSHEDI
FEMALE
S YEARS

NGOEPE WILLIAM
MALE
90 YEARS

NGOEPE MACHUENE
FEMALE
70 YEARS

NGOEPE EDITH
FEMALE
30 YEARS

NGOEPE KOLOBE
MALE
7 YEARS

NGOEPE WINNIE
FEMALE
5 YEARS

PHUKUBJE WILLIAM
MALE
63 YEARS

24, PHUKUBJE MAKGABO
FEMALE
64 YEARS

5. PHUKUBIE FOCLAS
MALE
25 YEARS

26, PHUKUBIJE ELVIS
MALE
23 YEARS
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LEBOHO FRANCE
MALE
30 YEARS

LEBOHO ROBERT
MALE
30 YEARS

LEBOHO ANNAH
FEMALE
25 YEARS

LEBOHO CHUENE
MALE
12 YEARS

LEBOHO MARTENA
FEMALE
40 YEARS

LEBOHO DANIEL
MALE
37 YEARS

LEBOHO GRACE
FEMALE
32 YEARS

LEBOHO GLADYS
FEMALE
16 YEARS

LEBOHO CONSTATIA
FEMALE
15 YEARS

LEBOBO PORTIA
FEMALE
il YEARS

LEBOHO IGNITIUS
FEMALE
8 YEARS

SEMENYA HILDA
EMALE
S0 YEARS
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SEMENYA ADOLPHINA
FEMALE
16 YEARS

SEMENYA JUNIUS
MALE
14 YEARS

SEMENYA TSHEDI
FEMALE
5 YEARS

NGOEPE WILLIAM
MAaLE
90 YEARS

NGOEPE MACHUENE
FEMALE
70 YEARS

NGOEPE EDITH
FEMALE
30 YEARS

NGOEPE KOLOBE
MALE
7 YEARS

NGOEPE WINNLE
FEMALE
5 YEARS

PHUKUBJE WILLIAM
MALE
68 YEARS

PHUKUBJE MAKGABO
FEMALE
64 YEARS

PHUKUBIJE FOCLAS
MALE
25 YEARS

PHUKUBJE ELVIS
MALE
23 YEARS



3.  LEBOHO FRANCE 15, SEMENYA ADOLPHINA
MALE FEMALE
30 YEARS 16 YEARS

4 LEBOHO ROBERT 16, SEMENYA JUNIUS
MALE MALE
30 YEARS . 14 YEARS

5. LEBOHO ANNAH 17. SEMENYA TSHED!
FEMALE FEMALE
15 YEARS 5 YEARS

6. LEBOHO CHUENE |3, NGOEPE WILLIAM
MALE MALE
12 YEARS ‘ { 90 YEARS

7. LEBOHO MARTINA 19, NGOEPE MACHUENE
FEMALE ! FEMALE
40 YEARS : 70 YEARS

§  LEBOHO DANIEL _m 0. NGOEPE EDITH
MALE FEMALE
37 YEARS 30 YEARS

9. LEBOHO GRACE

1], NGOEPE KOLOBE
FEMALE

MALE
12 YEARS 7 YEARS

10. LEBOHO GLADYS ¥ 5 NGOEPE WINNIE
FEMALE FEMALE
16 YEARS 5 YEARS

/1. LEBOHO CONSTATIA ! 53, PHUKUBJE WILLIAM
FEMALE MALE
|5 YEARS 68 YEARS

24, PHUKUBIE MAKGABO
FEMALE
64 YEARS

|2, LEBOBO PORTIA
FEMALE
11 YEARS

25 PHUKUBIE FOCLAS

13 LEBOHO IGNITIUS MALE
FEMALE 25 YEARS
8 YEARS
56, PHUKUBIE ELVIS
14 SEMENYA HILDA MALE
FEMALE 23 YEARS

50 YEARS
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